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2006-07 Region Competition

Match #6

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl Region competitions. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL Region champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your Region’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
This family’s two older daughters, Maria and Elizabeth, did not live past ten. The father, Patrick, had some minor fame for his poem, “Winter Evening Thoughts,” and his moral verse collection, Cottage Poems. A son, Branwell, turned to alcohol after an affair with Lydia Robinson went sour. Acton, Ellis and Currer Bell were the pseudonyms used by what literary family’s three daughters: Anne, Emily and Charlotte?

ANSWER: Brontë sisters

2.
The first king with this name had to flee to Sardinia when Napoleon invaded. The third king with this name added King of Ethiopia and King of Albania to his list of titles. The second king with this name was aided by his prime minister, Camillo di Cavour, and in 1861 promoted himself from King of Savoy to King of a newly-formed nation. What name was shared by these Kings of Italy? 

ANSWER: Victor Emmanuel or Vittorio Emmanuele
3.
This member of the aster family can be up to three meters tall and is officially known as Helianthus annuus (hee-LEE-an-thus an-YOU-us). Some new breeds of this plant have “drooping” heads, which make birds less likely to perch on their large flower heads and snack on their seeds. However, growing flower heads continue to move from east to west during the course of the day. Name this yellow state flower of Kansas.

ANSWER: sunflower
4.
Three-month old Spencer Elden graced this album’s cover, as he is seen swimming toward a dollar bill on a fish hook.  “In Bloom,” “Lithium,” and “Come As You Are” were singles off of what 1991 album, the second by Nirvana, that featured the breakthrough hit for grunge, “Smells Like Teen Spirit”?

ANSWER: Nevermind
5.
To an investor, this five-letter word refers to the percentage ratio formed by dividing a stock’s annual dividend payment by its current price. To a farmer, this word refers to the amount of crop that an area of land can produce. What word most often means to concede something, especially in reference to a driver conceding the right-of-way?

ANSWER: yield
6.
Some scholars believe Henry Livingston was this poem’s author, but most believe it was written by Clement Clarke Moore. Previously, the main character had been thought of as skinny, but in this poem he “had a broad face and a little round belly / That shook, when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly.” What poem is often, but technically incorrectly, named by its first line, “’Twas the night before Christmas?”

ANSWER: “A Visit From St. Nicholas” (accept “The night before Christmas” before it is said in the question.)

7.
A journal this pirate allegedly wrote says that he was Jewish and that he died around St. Louis in the 1840s. After agreeing to leave Galveston in 1822, he sailed away on his flagship, the Pride, and was never officially seen again. What pirate, er, privateer, is better-known for his activities in Louisiana, where he famously served under Andrew Jackson during the Battle of New Orleans?  

ANSWER: Jean Lafitte (the journal is regarded as accurate by a substantial minority of scholars, although most believe he died in a hurricane a few years later.)

8.
Most branches of this spiritual discipline are more spiritual in nature, such as the Ashtanga (ash-TAHN-guh), which involves eight “limbs.” Other branches include the Bhakti (BAHK-tee), Raja and Karma. However, the hatha (HAH-thuh) variety of what Indian spiritual discipline has gained a great deal of popularity in the West for exercise? 

ANSWER: yoga
9.
In 2006 Paulo Mendes da Rocha became the second Brazilian to win this award, after Oscar Niemayer.  Awarded annually by the Hyatt Foundation, the official prize is $100,000, but the fame that goes with it is priceless.  Phillip Johnson was the first winner of what award honoring a living architect, that field’s equivalent of the Nobel Prize?

ANSWER: Pritzker Architecture Prize

10.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many atoms are in the hexose monosaccharide known as glucose, that has the formula C6H12O6?

ANSWER: 24
11.
The Tres Marias (trays mah-REE-ahs) and Crab-eating varieties of this animal are not as often seen as the “common” variety. Although native to the Americas, they have proven as big an urban pest in Europe as they are here, due to their ability to open garbage cans and even doors to feast on what’s inside. Making up the genus Procyon (proh-SIGH-awn), what nocturnal mammal looks like it wears a mask and provided Davy Crockett with a hat?

ANSWER: raccoon
12.
The lead singer of this band wrote the song “Skylines and Turnstiles” as a response to the September 11 terrorist attacks.  Most of the band hails from New Jersey, including guitarist Ray Toro and the two Way brothers, bassist Mikey and lead singer Gerard.  Name this rock group responsible for the singles “I’m Not Okay” and “Helena” as well as the 2006 album, The Black Parade.

ANSWER: My Chemical Romance
13.
Their construction is in Book 13 of Euclid’s Elements and there are five of them.  Name this group of polyhedra made of congruent regular polygons with uniform vertices named after a Greek philosopher.

ANSWER: Platonic solids

14.
This term used in academia comes to us from a Latin word meaning “a leader of ten.” It often refers to the most senior member of a body, such as the US House of Representatives. What term, however, usually refers to a senior administrator at a university, such as the head of a law school, or college within the university?

ANSWER: dean
15.
What type of conjunction are the seven words -- yet, for, nor, so, but, or and and – that can join together two clauses of equal weight?

ANSWER: coordinating conjunction 
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
John Oakhurst and three other “immoral” people are run out of town at the beginning of what short story by Bret Harte?

ANSWER: “The Outcasts of Poker Flat”

1B.
What branch of math obtains its name from the Greek for measure of three angles?

ANSWER: trigonometry
2A.
In 1013, what English king was apparently not prepared for a Danish invasion, fleeing for a year to the domain of his Norman brother-in-law?

ANSWER: Ethelred the Unready

2B.
What is the heaviest element with a non-radioactive isotope?

ANSWER: bismuth
3A.
“You Don’t Bring Me Flowers,” “Evergreen,” and “The Way We Were” were all #1 hits by which singer who also won an Oscar for acting in Funny Girl?

ANSWER: Barbra Streisand
3B.
Who wrote the novel, 2001: A Space Odyssey?
ANSWER: Arthur C. Clarke
4A.
West syndrome and Lennox-Gastaut syndrome are two types of what neurological condition that involves periodic bouts of excessive brain activity? 

ANSWER: epilepsy
4B.
What farmers’ movement, known officially as the Patrons of Husbandry, sought to organize small farmers in the late 19th century? 

ANSWER: National Grange (accept Grangers)
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  In simplest terms, an elliptical rug of semiminor axis 4 and semimajor axis 6 takes up what fraction of a circular floor of radius 8?

ANSWER: 3/8
5B.
What Congressman from neighboring Maryland was elected as House Majority Leader despite Nancy Pelosi’s endorsement of his opponent?

ANSWER: Steny Hoyer

6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the median of 12, 99, 56, 39, 42, 108, and 73?

ANSWER: 56
6B.
Breed All About It, The Jeff Corwin Experience, and The Pet Psychic can all be found on what TV network owned by Discovery, whose logo features a white elephant against a green background?

ANSWER: Animal Planet
7A.
In the Mahabharata (mah-hah-BAH-rah-tuh), Arjuna (ar-JOO-nah) is one of five princes from what virtuous family that fought the Kauravas (kow-RAH-vahz) in the Battle of Kurukshetra (koo-rook-SHEH-truh)?
ANSWER: Pandavas
7B..
Lost Laysen, a romance set in the South Pacific, was written by what author of Gone With the Wind? 

ANSWER: Margaret Mitchell
8A.
Name either one of the two Mars rovers whose continuing missions began in January 2004.

ANSWER: Spirit or Opportunity
8B.
What is the only state with two Ivy League schools within its borders? 

ANSWER: New York 

9A.
What word taken from the Tongan language is used in psychology to describe a strong social aversion to something, such as with incest?

ANSWER: taboo
9B.
What constant is approximately 1.38 times 10 to the minus 23 Joules per Kelvin?

ANSWER: Boltzmann’s constant

10A.
The Heart of Midlothian and Rob Roy are novels by what author of Ivanhoe? 

ANSWER: Sir Walter Scott
10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the logarithm of 7776 base 6?

ANSWER: five
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
In 1999, after he left office, it turns out that his party had gotten kickbacks from the sale of Leopard tanks to Saudi Arabia. In 1982, he took office after the Free Democrats broke with the Social Democrats and joined his Christian Democrats in a coalition. His decision in 1990 to accept Ostmarks at a one to one ratio still has an economic impact today. Who was Chancellor of Germany between 1982 and 1998? 

ANSWER: Helmut Kohl
2.
He studied medicine at Hampden-Sydney College, but was absent from class the day his teachers taught that standing in cold weather was unhealthy. Despite belonging to a wealthy Virginia family, he claimed to be a true son of the frontier, and his victory at the Battle of Tippecanoe didn’t hurt him in the 1840 Presidential election. Who spent most of his 30 days in office in a coma, becoming the first President to die in office? 

ANSWER: William Henry Harrison
3.
He allegedly told Alexander the Great, “Stand out of my sunlight,” and was the first to describe himself as a “citizen of the world.” What most famous Cynic philosopher lived in a tub turned on its side and wandered through Athens with a lantern, looking for an honest man?

ANSWER: Diogenes (dye-AW-geh-neez) of Sinope (SIGH-noh-pee)

4.
One thousand of these units is roughly equal to 100,000 newtons per square meter.  While not an SI unit, meteorologists still tend to use this unit of measure, while others have switched to hecto-pascals in an effort to stick to SI units but still use the same measurement scale.  What is this unit of measurement, equal to 100 pascals, that is used as a measure of atmospheric pressure?

ANSWER: millibars (do not accept “bar” or “bars”)

5.
Her brother, Arthur, schemed with Mr. Compeyson to defraud her through the power of marriage. She only learns of Compeyson’s true intent at 8:40 a.m. on her wedding day. In revenge, she adopts an orphan girl, Estella, and raises her to be as cold as she has become. She eventually dies when her wedding dress, that she still wears, catches fire. Who is this character in Great Expectations?
ANSWER: Miss Havisham
6.
This group of proteins gets its strength from disulfide bonds, the same sort of bonds that make vulcanized rubber so strong. Rivaled only by chitin (KIGH-tin), what family of fibrous structural proteins makes up baleen plates in whales, turtle shells, bird claws, and human hair?

ANSWER: keratin
7.
Originally it was a live turkey, as the old nickname of the school it represents was the “Gobblers.”  Today it is a person in costume, with a maroon body and large orange feet, that looks like a cross between a turkey and a cardinal.  What avian creature is the official mascot of Virginia Tech?

ANSWER: Hokie Bird (accept Hokie mascot, but prompt on “Hokie” by itself)

8.
A Spanish explorer discovered this island and gave it a name that means “pelican” in Spanish. Frank Morris and the Anglin brothers left it on June 11, 1962. Other famous residents have included Alvin Karpis, Robert “the Birdman” Stroud and Al Capone. What island in San Francisco Bay was, between 1933 and 1963, a maximum-security prison famous for being impossible to escape from?
ANSWER: Alcatraz Island

9.
The title of this poem notably does not include a time of day. It is the second poem in the collection Tales of a Wayside Inn, directly after “The Wayside Inn.” The main character is spurred into action when “full on his sight / A second lamp in the belfry burns,” a reference to the signal in the Old North Church. The line “The British are coming” does not appear in what poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow? 

ANSWER: “Paul Revere’s Ride” (do not accept “The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere,” since the first line says it does not include a time of day)
10.
Drawbacks include delay, packet loss, an intense echo and may eventually include unwanted messages known as “SPIT.” To avoid the first three, the carrier must use traffic engineering to make sure all the packets carried using this technology receive the highest priority. FTP name this technology which Vonage uses to make a cheap phone service. 

ANSWER: VOIP or Voice Over Internet Protocol
11.
This verb comes to us from the name of the go-between for Troilus and Creseida (kreh-SIH-duh). What word can either mean someone that facilitates a love affair, or to to cater to the lowest common denominator, especially with regards to political campaigns?

ANSWER: pander (accept word forms)

12.
This year, two new lists of them have been composed, one by Swiss corporation NOWC and the other by a panel of judges for ABC’s Good Morning America. The first list of them was constructed by Antipater (an-tih-PAH-ter) of Sidon around 150 BC. What list of popular tourist attractions originally included the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus, and the only one still standing, the Great Pyramid of Giza? 

ANSWER: Seven Wonders of the Ancient World (ask for more if “Wonders of the World” or “World Wonders” are given)

13.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the prime factorization of 510?

ANSWER: 2, 3, 5, 17 (can be said in any order)

14.
Born in North Carolina, he first gained fame at Minton’s Playhouse in Manhattan, where he was a house musician.  According to the 1989 documentary Straight, No Chaser, he may have had a mental illness, but he certainly created great music, such as the albums Brilliant Corners and Underground.  Who was this legendary jazz pianist, best known for the tune “’Round Midnight”?

ANSWER: Thelonious Monk 

15.
The J/psi particle consists of it and its antiparticle.  Name this second-generation quark with charge two-thirds which is the counterpart of the strange quark.

ANSWER: charm quark

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
His 1895 discovery was shown to be an electromagnetic wave by Max von Laue (low-ay). He made the discovery while working with cathode rays, and while letting his discovery pass through his wife’s hand, noticed, on a photographic plate, an outline of her bones. Who discovered and was the original namesake of X-rays?

ANSWER: Wilhelm Röntgen (ROANT-ghen) (ask for more information on “X-rays”)

2.
A minor scandal occurred when he borrowed 3 million pesos from Banobras, the government-owned bank he directed. He got his party’s nomination after defeating Secretary of the Interior Santiago Creel (KRAY-ayl) and Jalisco (hah-LEE-skoh) Governor Alberto Cardenas. Members of the opposition PRD and his own PAN parties got in a fight on December 1, before what man was inaugurated as the 73rd President of Mexico?

ANSWER: Felipe Calderón Hinojosa

3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a rectangle with sides in a 1 to 2 ratio and a diagonal of 8 radical 3 inches?

ANSWER: 128 square inches 

4.
After it, Ronald Reagan said in his postponed State of the Union Address, “We will never forget them, nor the last time we saw them, this morning, as they prepared for their journey and waved goodbye and ‘slipped the surly bonds of earth’ to ‘touch the face of God.’” A flawed O-ring on a solid rocket booster led to what disaster, which claimed on January 28, 1986, the lives of six astronauts and science teacher Christa McAuliffe?

ANSWER: Space Shuttle Challenger (accept “Challenger disaster” as well)

5.
Verbs in this language have seven levels of politeness. Depending on their native country, it is called Chosonmal (CHOH-soan-mahl) or Hangunmal (HAHN-goon-mahl) by its speakers. What language uses the hangul (han-GOOL) system to form syllables and is spoken in cities such as P’yong-yang and Seoul?

ANSWER: Korean
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

