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2007 State Tournament

Match #9

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl State Tournament. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions, which were then edited by Adam Fine, Raj Dhuwalia, Marian Suter, Dan Goff, Fred Morlan, Tom Chuck and Tom Egan. 
Competitors must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions is permitted.
(b)
Releasing these questions to entities who are not associated with the tournament is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
In 1581, he made his daughter-in-law miscarry and then killed his son in the ensuing argument. He killed dozens after his first wife, Anastasia, died. His Oprichniks (aw-PRICH-niks) terrorized the population. He started but gained nothing from fighting the Livonian War, and in 1571, the Crimean Tatars burned down his capital. What Russian ruler, the first to call himself tsar, was actually a very good ruler? 

ANSWER: Ivan IV or Ivan the Terrible
2.
The BCG vaccine is administered in many countries to prevent this disease’s occurrence. It is present in 1/3 of the world’s population, but only 10% of people with it develop symptoms. Miliary, white plague, king’s evil, wasting disease, and consumption are other names for what disease that usually affects the lungs and is abbreviated TB?

ANSWER: tuberculosis (prompt on an early answer of “TB”)

3.
Characters in this work include the tavern-keeper Siduri and a demonic tree-guardian. It is mostly contained in 11 stone tablets that survived from the library of Assurbanipal (ah-soor-BAH-nih-pal). Over the course of the eleven tablets, the title character kills the Bull of Heaven, meets flood survivor Utnapishtim (oot-nah-PISH-tim) and befriends the wild-man Enkidu (en-KEE-doo). What is this Mesopotamian epic? 

ANSWER: Epic of Gilgamesh
4.
In 2000, this company merged with the company formerly known as the Standard Oil Company of Indiana.  In 2006 they announced they had to shut down part of the Prudhoe Bay oil fields due to high winds and pipeline corrosion.  What is this company, whose logo changed from a green shield to a sunburst logo following its acquisition of Amoco, a company whose name is now synonymous with "Beyond Petroleum"?

ANSWER: BP or British Petroleum
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the molecular mass of isopropanol, a substance with formula C3H8O?

ANSWER: 60
6.
After seven white candles burn down, this short story’s narrator is sentenced to death. He slips on his shirt, escaping the title’s first torture. He escapes the second torture by smearing meat over the ropes that bind him, allowing the rats to eat through them, and escapes the first torture – again – when General Lasalle’s soldiers capture Toledo from the Spanish. What story by Edgar Allan Poe is set during the Spanish Inquisition?

ANSWER: “The Pit and the Pendulum”

7.
It was the title of a speech Gerald Ford gave to Congress on October 8, 1974, in which he outlined a number of compulsory and voluntary proposals to head off the growing economic crisis. People who supported Ford were then encouraged to wear red buttons with a three-letter acronym. Prices continued to rise, bringing failure to what campaign designed to (quote) win (end quote)? 

ANSWER: Whip Inflation Now
8.
3 is now used to relay communications to the South Pole. 8 is drifting in space, going west at 4 degrees per day. 9 is on loan to Japan and orbits over the western Pacific. 10, 11 and 12 provided NOAA with most of its information. N became 13 after its successful 2006 launch and is currently in reserve. What weather satellites’ full name are the Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellites?

ANSWER: GOES (Accept Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellites until mentioned; serious brownie points to anyone who actually knows that.) 

9.
The father, Charles Lewis, was an expert jeweler who developed a certain standard of sterling silver.  The son, Louis Comfort, developed an affinity for glassmaking;  influenced by the Arts and Crafts movement, he began to make pictures out of stained glass pieces.  Give the surname that these two share, with the latter perhaps most famous for his Art Nouveau lamps.

ANSWER:  Tiffany 

10.
This dog’s fictional owner gave him a rhyming last name of “Spaghetti,” explaining that it was due to his worms. His son, Enzo, replaced him in later seasons, though both dogs were known for their ability to stare intently at Kelsey Grammer. Give either the real-life name or the TV name of the Jack Russell terrier owned, before dying in June 2006, by Martin Crane on the sitcom Frasier.

ANSWER: Moose (real-life), or Eddie (on the show)

11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 532 is 38 percent of what number?

ANSWER: 1400
12.
It was first identified by William Crookes in 1879 and named by Irving Langmuir in 1928. If we don’t count “dark matter,” ninety-nine percent of all matter in the universe is in this form. It is found in large stretches of inter-galactic space, but is most often associated with stars. Name this phase of ionized gas at high temperature, the fourth state of matter.
ANSWER: plasma 
13.
This word can describe a pale yellow color. It can also describe polishing something with a soft cloth. What four-letter word starting with “b” describes someone that is in great shape, or someone who is very knowledgeable about a subject, such as an expert on baseball or the Civil War? 

ANSWER: buff

14.
This town of 6,000 was originally built as a lumber shipment center in the Ozarks. Landmarks here include Celebration City, Silver Dollar City, a Dixie Stampede dinner theater, an Andy Williams-owned theater, and a Yakov Smirnoff-owned theater. What town’s main street along Missouri State Highway 76 is known as “The Strip” and contains numerous country music-themed theaters? 

ANSWER: Branson, Missouri

15.
He left the University of Chicago in 1904, despite being a founder of its laboratory school. While there and at Columbia, he wrote The School and Society, How We Think, and Democracy and Education. What Pragmatist philosopher was a founder of progressive education in the US, but has nothing to do with classifying library books? 

ANSWER: John Dewey
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
The Adventures of Tom Bombadil and The Simarillion are lesser-known works by what author of Unfinished Tales of Numenor and Middle-earth? 
ANSWER: J.R.R. Tolkien
1B.
The “Mounties” is the nickname of what federal police force of Canada?

ANSWER: RCMP or Royal Canadian Mounted Police
2A.
Ten to the minus this exponent is nano, and ten to this power is giga.  How many zeroes are in a billion?

ANSWER: 9
2B.
What device would be used to indicate a reading of 950 millibars inside a hurricane?

ANSWER: barometer
3A.
What Finn is the namesake of the Linux (lih-nucks) computer operating system?

ANSWER: Linus Torvalds

3B.
Twisted Metal and Crash Bandicoot were early titles made for what video game console, first released in 1995, which has spawned two sequels?

ANSWER: Sony PlayStation (DO NOT ACCEPT “PlayStation 2” or “PlayStation 3”) 
4A.
In 1881, Father Michael J. McGivney founded what fraternal organization open to Catholic men aged 18 and up?

ANSWER: Knights of Columbus
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  If Andy were sentenced to 50 years in prison and paroled with 15 percent remaining on his sentence, how many months did Andy spend in prison?

ANSWER: 510 months

5A.
What cartoonist and partner of William Hanna died in December at the age

of 95 after creating such characters as Tom and Jerry and Scooby Doo?

ANSWER: Joseph Barbera
5B.
What type of animal is studied in the field of myrmecology (mer-meh-KAW-loh-jee)?

ANSWER: ants 

6A.
What literary pony was a resident of Virginia, was the daughter of a mare called “the Phantom,” had a foal herself named Stormy and was created by Marguerite Henry? 

ANSWER: Misty of Chincoteague
6B.
Which Norse god of war had little luck with evil dogs – first losing his hand to Fenrir, and then dying from wounds inflicted by Garm at Ragnarok?

ANSWER: Tyr
7A.
Ulysses S. Grant’s tomb is based on what Wonder of the Ancient World located at Halicarnassus (hah-lee-KAR-nah-sus)?

ANSWER: Masoleum at Halicarnassus (or Maussollos)

7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the area of a half-circle with a radius of 40 feet?

ANSWER: 800 pi square feet
8A.
What man, the longest-serving Senator in history, became the new President Pro Tempore when the 110th Congress convened in January?

ANSWER: Robert C. Byrd
8B.
What was the first geological period of the Paleozoic Era?

ANSWER: Cambrian (DO NOT accept “Pre-Cambrian”)
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  60% percent of a state’s population lives in 10 cities; the 10 cities have an average population of 30,000. How many residents do NOT live in the 10 cities?

ANSWER: 200,000 people

9B.
What first monarch of the House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha ruled the United Kingdom between 1901 and 1910?

ANSWER: Edward VII
10A.
Two sub-uranium elements do not occur in nature and are thus always radioactive. Name either of them. 
ANSWER: promethium or technetium
10B.
Two sisters, Laura and Lizzie, buy exotic fruit from non-human merchants in what poem by Christina Rossetti?

ANSWER: Goblin-Market
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
In 1863, Joseph Wilbrand was the first to synthesize this chemical with formula C7H5N3O6. During World War I, it was the cause of “canary girls,” factory workers whose skin had turned yellow, and along with RDX, turns the water around military bases pink. The explosives amatol and minol contain what well-known explosive that is still the “measuring stick” for bombs? 

ANSWER: trinitrotoluene (try-NIGH-troh-taw-you-een) or TNT (do not accept “dynamite” or “nitroglycerine.”) 
2.
First introduced in 1907, they were hand-wrapped until 1921, when an automatic process wrapped this candy in foil, inserting a paper plume.  Shaped like flat-bottom teardrops, what are these milk chocolate pieces produced by a company in Pennsylvania, that now come in over 20 varieties?

ANSWER:  Hershey’s Kisses
3.
In 1612, he established Varina Farms, which quickly became profitable. His father-in-law gave him a house in modern-day Surry County around the current location of Fort Smith. His death in 1622 is still a mystery – he may have been killed during the Massacre of 1622. What planter and husband of Pocahontas was the first to profitably grow tobacco in Virginia?

ANSWER: John Rolfe
4.
At the end of the novel, the title character leaves his money to Maximillian Morrel and begins a new life with Haidée (AY-day) after getting revenge on his enemies Fernand Mondego, Danglars (DAWN-glar) and Villefort (vih-lay-FOR). The Abbé Faria (ah-BAY fah-REE-uh) tutors Edmond Dantes (DAWN-teh) while both are imprisoned and reveals a treasure’s location. In which Alexandre Dumas novel does Dantes reinvent himself as a nobleman?

ANSWER: The Count of Monte Cristo
5.
In a normal distribution of data, 99.73% of data are within three of these from the mean. What statistical value is the positive square root of variance and denoted by a lowercase sigma?

ANSWER: standard deviation 

6.
This writer resigned as a Unitarian minister in 1866 after allegations of seducing two teenage boys surfaced. He had to move to New York City, and living among shoeshine boys and newsboys influenced his writing. Nearly all his works involve a young man who is set on the road to middle-class success. Luck and Pluck and Ragged Dick were the first two works by what “rags-to-riches” author?

ANSWER: Horatio Alger, Jr.

7.
Past Secretaries have included Donna Shalala and Tommy Thompson. It started operation on May 4, 1980, along with the Department of Education. What Cabinet department no longer contains the Social Security Administration but contains the office of the Surgeon General and the Food and Drug Administration?

ANSWER: Department of Health and Human Services or HHS
8.
This movement started after a solar eclipse in 1889, when a Paiute (PIE-yoot) leader in Nevada named Wovoka said he received several visions. It spread across the West, but by the time it reached South Dakota, its believers thought they could repel bullets by wearing special shirts. What movement was crushed on December 28, 1890, with the massacre at Wounded Knee? 

ANSWER: Ghost Dance
9.
There are two of them in the Moslem calendar. The al-Adha (uhl-AH-tha) is meant to celebrate Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac. What Moslem holiday is more familiar as the al-Fitr (uhl-FIH-ter) to end the month of Ramadan? 

ANSWER: Eid (eed)

10.
It has molecular formula C19H19N7O6. It is needed for DNA replication and the production of red blood cells, and has been linked to prevention of cancer, keeping depression at bay and maintaining mental agility. Taking too much of it can mask the symptoms of vitamin B12 deficiency. What is this B-vitamin that is important to pregnant women?

ANSWER: folic acid or vitamin B9 or folate
11.
Patrice MacMahon (mac-MAHN) was ordered to break out of the encirclement, but the attack at La Moncelle failed. So on September 2, Helmut von Moltke accepted the surrender of the entire defending army, including their Emperor. What 1870 battle did not end the Franco-Prussian War, despite the capture of French Emperor Napoleon III?

ANSWER: Battle of Sedan
12.
This company was formed in 1993; by 1999 they launched their most popular line to compete with 3dfx’s Voodoo Cards. In late 2001 they purchased 3dfx and with this added several new features to its product, such as Anti-Aliasing. Name this largest maker of graphics cards including the GeForce line, whose name sounds like the Spanish word for “envy.” 

ANSWER: Nvidia (en-vih-DEE-uh) 
13.
This three-word Latin phrase is used in law to indicate that someone is no longer covered by diplomatic immunity and is used informally to describe someone that has been ostracized. What three words mean “an unwelcome person?”

ANSWER: persona non grata
14.
She stated in her book Life on the Other Side that Heaven is constantly 78 degrees and that there are no insects.  James Randi, one of her biggest critics, issued a $1 million challenge to prove if she has any legitimate abilities.  Once convicted of fraud, who is this psychic and frequent guest on both “Larry King Live” and “The Montel Williams Show”?

ANSWER:  Sylvia Browne
15.
ABBREVIATION ACCEPTABLE. It is found in the Irish once every 4,500 births. Also known as Folling’s disease, it is a genetic disorder in which phenylalanine (fee-nill-AY-luh-neen) cannot be metabolized to tyrosine (TYE-roh-seen). Sufferers cannot consume breast milk and must follow a vegetarian diet. What three-letter abbreviation is the usual term for phenylketonuria? 
ANSWER: PKU (accept phenylketonuria before it is said in the question)
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
In 1944, this writer claimed to have helped liberate Paris, but he may not have liberated anything other than the bar at the Ritz. In 1961, he bought a shotgun at the Abercrombie & Fitch in Ketchum, Idaho, and used it to commit suicide. After his death, Islands in the Stream, The Nick Adams Stories and his memoir A Moveable Feast were published. What writer is best-known for For Whom the Bell Tolls and A Farewell to Arms? 

ANSWER: Ernest Hemingway (Note: Abercrombie & Fitch was once an outdoor goods supplier)
2.
This Virginia town of about 14,000 is the location of the Avtex Fibres Superfund site and is the home to Christendom College and Randolph-Macon Academy. It is at the northern end of the Shenandoah National Park and at the junction of the Shenandoah River’s two forks. What town has an inland port off of Exit 6 on Interstate 66 and is the seat of Warren County? 

ANSWER: Front Royal
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Solve for x.  x squared minus 4x minus 21 equals zero.

ANSWER: x equals seven and x equals negative three (either order is acceptable)

4.
Electric guitarists equate this term to the arm or lever attached to the bridge in order to create a vibrato effect.  Alternatively, it can mean either a repetition of a single note or an alternating between two notes.  What seven-letter term is exemplified in music notation by “strikes” through the stems of notes?

ANSWER:  tremolo
5.
What three words are the articles in the English language?

ANSWER: a, an and the
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

