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Match #16


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
It was started in 1968 by Dr. Robert Peterson as a competition for Orange County, California, schools, and expanded nationwide in 1981. Each school sends a team of nine students, sorted by GPA into Honor, Scholastic, and Varsity divisions. This year, the Civil War will be the topic of its ‘Superquiz.’ Texas and California schools have usually won what scholastic event that features, as its name implies, competitions in ten events? 

ANSWER: United States Academic Decathlon
2.
For fluorine, it is minus one; for potassium, plus one; and for calcium, plus two.  For oxygen, it is usually minus two, but can be minus one with peroxides, or positive when fluorine is involved.  Transition metals can have several of them.  Name this term that is basically equal to the charge an atom has in a compound of ions.

ANSWER: oxidation number

3.
Two theories are given for her evil: one is that her niceness didn’t show up for work, and the other states that an evil parasite lives in her rear end. She has a dog named Doidle that she pampers, and a sister named Tootie that she terrorizes. Butch Hartmann said he created her role to have a villain that is always around Timmy Turner. Who is the evil babysitter in The Fairly Odd Parents? 

ANSWER: Vicky the Babysitter

4.
The main character of this short story rejects an offer from Mr. Trigg to buy him a gun and ‘make the feathers fly.’ His wife wonders why he is boarding the windows up, and his children Jill and Johnny are oblivious. As the story comes to an end, Nat Hocken throws a cigarette under the chimney, and Britain is under relentless avian attack. What Daphne du Maurier short story was made into an Alfred Hitchcock movie? 

ANSWER: ‘The Birds’

5.
Rituals associated with it include seven trips between the hills of Safa and Marwah, gathering 49 pebbles for stoning the Devil, and men wearing a plain white garment to achieve a state of ihram. It is known as umrah if not performed between the 8th and 12th days of the twelfth month. What task, that every able-bodied Muslim who can afford it must perform at least once, begins with a journey to a sacred city? 

ANSWER: pilgrimage to Mecca (or Hajj)

6.
It is descended from the Glagolitic script, and credit for inventing it is also attributed to Saint Methodius, in addition to the other saint for whom it is named. It has been replaced with the Latin alphabet in Moldovan, and is being replaced in Mongolian. The sound of “v” looks like a Latin letter “B” in what alphabet used to write Bulgarian and Russian?

ANSWER: Cyrillic alphabet

7.
He got Austria to start the Seven Weeks’ War, and won it. He tried in vain to keep out of wider struggles, especially in the Balkans, where he famously predicted the ‘next war’ would be fought. He attempted, and failed, to reduce the power of the Catholic Church during the Kulturkampf. He resigned in 1890 amid disagreements with Wilhelm (vil-helm) II. Who engineered German unification and was known as the ‘Iron Chancellor’? 

ANSWER: Otto von Bismarck
8.
Its 5 Oscars include Best Song for “If I Didn't Have You,” by Randy Newman. Its short films include “For the Birds” and “Mike's New Car.”  Founded as the Graphics Group, it was purchased by Steve Jobs in 1986, and was purchased outright following a film rights dispute in 2006.  What company, now a wholly owned subsidiary of Disney, is known for films like The Incredibles and Toy Story?

ANSWER: Pixar
9.
The incision for it is usually made over McBurney’s point, but it may also be performed laparoscopically (lah-pro-skaw-pih-klee).  Kurt Warner had one in 2000 and Ben Roethlisberger had one in 2006.  Name this surgery in which a vestigial pouch-like structure of the colon is removed. 

ANSWER: appendectomy
10.
First isolated by Friedrich Serturner in 1804, its chemical formula is C17H19NO3.  Its side effects include coma, renal failure, nausea, hypoventilation, and possibly death, making it less useful as a cure for opium addiction.  Heroin is derived from this highly addictive painkiller.  Name this opiate that is named after the Greek god of dreams.

ANSWER: morphine
11.
In one tale, she married an evil sea bird that cursed her people, leading her father to throw her off a boat. Another tale holds that she married a dog and ate an arm of her father, Anguta, who again threw her overboard. Both tales agree that once overboard, her severed fingers became whales, seals, and other animals. Who is this Inuit goddess of the underworld and of the sea, the namesake of a dwarf planet that is close in size to Pluto? 

ANSWER: Sedna or Nerrivik or Arnakuagsak (ar-nah-koo-ahg-sahk)

12.
Saline intrusion can occur in these when overpopulation in coastal areas draws too much out of one of these resources, lowering the underground table and contaminating the supply.  Some, like the Ogallala, were filled during the last glacial period, while others are continually replenished.  What are these areas of permeable rock, usually surrounded by bedrock and tapped into as a water source?

ANSWER: aquifer
13.
He joined the Committee of Union and Progress in 1907, but his opposition to Ismail Enver meant he could not achieve further power. He was given commands in the Caucasus and the Palestine campaigns, after commanding the troops that counterattacked after the initial landing at Gallipoli. He drove out Armenian, French, and Greek forces after World War I. By 1923, who had become the first president of modern Turkey? 

ANSWER: Mustafa Kemal Atatürk
14.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. You want to find the value of y in a matrix with top row of 4 and -3, bottom row of  -7 and y, and a determinant of negative one. What is the value of y, remembering that the determinant equals ad (read as: the quantity a times d) minus bc (read as: b times c)?

ANSWER: y equals five
15.
One meaning of this originates in a Latin word meaning ‘spring’ and refers to a container of water used for baptisms or an abundant source of something, such as wisdom. What word’s other meaning originates in a French word meaning ‘a casting’ and is used by printers to refer to a typeface style such as Garamond, Palatino, Courier, or Times New Roman? 

ANSWER: font
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
L-dopa is a drug normally used to treat what disease, noted for its muscle spasms?

ANSWER: Parkinson’s disease

1B.
In November 1972, Nolan Bushnell and his Atari company released what first arcade game to achieve widespread popularity? 

ANSWER: Pong
2A.
What commercial featured a young girl with the title flower being inconvenienced by a mushroom cloud, and helped Lyndon Johnson secure re-election in 1964?  

ANSWER: “Daisy” commercial

2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If A = 26 through Z = 1, what is the numerical value of G as in ‘golf’ times W as in ‘whiskey’ times X as in ‘x-ray’?

ANSWER: 240
3A.
The necessary depth for a burial at sea lends its name to what phrase that is a synonym for rejection or getting rid of something? 

ANSWER: deep-six
3B.
What country includes two Special Administrative Regions, one of which is Macau (muh-kow)? 

ANSWER: People’s Republic of China
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The positive square root of 1050 is between what two integers?

ANSWER: 32 and 33 (acceptable in either order)

4B.
The Siege Perilous was a seat, reserved for the knight who achieved the Grail, at what piece of furniture prominent in medieval legend? 

ANSWER: Round Table
5A.
Robert Mugabe (moo-gah-bee) has been accused of political oppression and vote rigging in what southern African country?

ANSWER: Zimbabwe
5B.
Haversian (hah-ver-zhun) canals are found in what type of connective tissue?

ANSWER: bone
6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of a line perpendicular to the line x plus 3y equals 24?

ANSWER: three
6B.
Write down the following sentence. (Quizmaster: speak slowly.) “My team was the champions at the end of the season.” (Quizmaster: speak normally.) What is the predicate nominative in that sentence?

ANSWER: champions
7A.
Alan and Joe make a wager with Billy for $50 in what book by Thomas Rockwell about disgusting foodstuffs?

ANSWER: How to Eat Fried Worms
7B.
What is the chemical formula of sulfuric acid?

ANSWER: H2SO4
8A.
Who predicted the existence of scandium and gallium, due to the presence of holes in his periodic table? 

ANSWER: Dmitri (duh-MEE-tree) Mendeleev (men-day-LAY-eff)

8B.
Pius XII declaring the Assumption of Mary was the most recent exercise of what dogma that holds the pontiff is free of error when he speaks ex cathedra?

ANSWER: papal infallibility (DO NOT accept “papal inerrancy”)

9A.
What man discovered the areas of Helluland, now Baffin Island, and Markland, now Labrador, before establishing a settlement at Vinland, now Newfoundland?

ANSWER: Leif Ericsson
9B.
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha are the two houses of what nation’s legislature, where the main political parties are the BJP and Congress? 

ANSWER: political system of India
10A.
It has three acts: “The Birth,” “The Passion,” and “The Aftermath.” During what oratorio will the audience typically stand for the famous “Hallelujah Chorus”? 

ANSWER: The Messiah
10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the volume of a regular pyramid with a square base, and height of 9 meters and base edge length of 8 meters?

ANSWER: 192 cubic meters
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Its history dates back to a lodge built by Thomas Bullitt in 1766. It was bought by J.P. Morgan in 1888 and is now a AAA (triple A) Four Diamond winner. Landmarks include Sam Snead’s Tavern and the Cascades Course. Shuttle service can be requested from the airports in Staunton and Roanoke, each about 90 minutes away. Nestled among Virginia’s Allegheny Mountains is what resort in Hot Springs, Virginia? 

ANSWER: The Homestead
2.
The C revision of this standard has proposed dropping the 6 pin or 9 pin connection of previous versions and instead using the same category 5 and RJ-45 connectors as Ethernet cabling. This would provide higher speeds over version A’s 400 mega bits per second and B’s 800 mega bits per second. Name this cable standard that is a rival of USB.

ANSWER: Firewire or IEEE 1394
3.
In Chinese, this company's name translates as ‘fit for home.’  It is now owned by a nonprofit organization based in the Netherlands. This company's founder, Ingvar Kamprad, has been recognized by Forbes as being the only man in the world richer than Bill Gates.  What is this company known for its Swedish ties and for its catalog of assemble-it-yourself furniture?

ANSWER: IKEA
4.
He was sentenced to prison after the election of William Wickham. He escaped and fled to Cuba, and then to Spain, before being sent back to the United States, where he died at the Ludlow Street Jail. He used a pliable mayor, Oakey Hall, to help loot an estimated $100 million over two years. Who was the head of New York City’s political machine, Tammany Hall?

ANSWER: William M. “Boss” Tweed
5.
He joined the Ground Self-Defense Force in 1967, and founded the Shield Society a year later. He is also known for his novels, such as The Temple of the Golden Pavilion, the Sea of Fertility tetralogy, and Confessions of a Mask. After an unsuccessful military coup on November 25, 1970, who committed hara-kiri? 

ANSWER: Mishima Yukio or Yukio Mishima
6.
His 1833 ‘Common Version’ of the Bible was an update to the King James Version. He wrote the ‘Blue-Backed Speller’ that was used in elementary reading instruction for decades. Most notably, he got rid of the ‘u’ in ‘color,’ changed ‘re’ to ‘er’ in ‘center,’ and put an ‘s’ in ‘defense.’ In 1843, George and Charles Merriam gained the publishing rights to what man’s dictionary? 

ANSWER: Noah Webster
7.
After her death, her lover ‘sought to borrow / From my books surcease of sorrow.’ The lover asks a visitor if she is now clasped ‘within the distant Aidenn,’ and to ‘quaff, oh quaff, this kind nepenthe’ to forget her. ‘Nevermore’ is the reply to those questions. What ‘rare and radiant maiden’ is spoken of in Edgar Allan Poe’s poem, ‘The Raven’? 

ANSWER: Lenore (from “the Raven”)

8.
An advertisement for Phillies cigars is atop the building in this painting. There is no visible way out for the staffer trapped behind a triangular bar, nor for his three patrons – a redheaded woman, a man in a gray hat, and a third man whose back is to the viewer. What Edward Hopper painting, apparently set late on a summer evening, features three customers and a staffer in a diner? 

ANSWER: Nighthawks
9.
It can be regarded as mass times change in velocity, or force times time, or as the change of momentum of an object.  In units, it is kilograms times meters per second or newtons times seconds.  Name this term that is the integral of force with respect to time that is usually abbreviated with a capital I.

ANSWER: impulse
10.
His son Cambyses (kam-bee-seez) II conquered Egypt. He rebelled against Astyages (ast-yah-gheez) in 554 BC, conquering his former lords by 546 BC. When Lydia invaded, he defeated Croesus (kree-sus). He then defeated Nabonidus and Belshazzar, and allowed a portion of the Hebrews to return to Jerusalem to re-build the temple. Who conquered the Medes to become the first shahanshah, or ruler of all Persia? 

ANSWER: Cyrus the Great or Cyrus II
11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In Roman numerals, what is the positive square root of CCCXXIV, which, in decimal numbers, is 324?

ANSWER: XVIII
12.
He left his home in Ohio at age 12 and became a double major in physics and philosophy at Patrick Henry University. He was able to harness static electricity to design a new motor. However, when Twentieth Century Motor Works went soft, he decided to go on strike and ‘stop the motor of the world.’ He set up a parallel society of the productive in a ‘Gulch’ in Colorado. Who is – this main character of Atlas Shrugged? 

ANSWER: John Galt
13.
Olavi (oh-lah-wee) Virta (weer-tah) was a popular singer of this music’s Finnish style, which differs from its Latin American ancestor by being in minor keys. Originally described as ‘criollo’ (kree-oh-yoh), it also has a Uruguayan variety. It lost popularity during the Depression, but was popular again under the rule of Juan Perón. What dance, associated with Argentina, is known for the number of people it takes to perform – two? 

ANSWER: tango
14.
This craft’s flyby revealed large cracks known as "Tiger Stripes", along with large geysers in the southern polar regions of Enceladus (en-sell-AH-dus).  It has captured the first images of seas on Titan, where the Huygens (HOY-ghens) probe landed in 2005.  What is this joint NASA-ESA (spell out ‘ESA’) venture, currently orbiting Saturn?

ANSWER: Cassini
15.
In 1798, he commanded the army that would have attacked Spanish possessions had the undeclared war with France become official. His reputation was thus salvaged from the Maria Reynolds affair. His idea of electing Senators for life was not adopted by the Constitutional Convention. What writer of 51 Federalist Papers and first Secretary of the Treasury is honored by being on the ten dollar bill?

ANSWER: Alexander Hamilton
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
He was told to throw a manuscript of his The Temptation of Saint Anthony into the fire and never write again. He traveled to Carthage’s ruins to research his historical drama, Salammbô (sah-lahm-boh). However, he is better-known for his first novel, which brought obscenity charges against Revue de Paris magazine, about a disabled doctor and his bored, adulterous wife. Who created Charles and Emma in Madame Bovary? 

ANSWER: Gustave Flaubert (floh-bair)

2.
After losing his bid for governor of California in 1930, he said, ‘The American people will take Socialism, but they won’t take the label.’ During his life, he wrote the bestselling but now-forgotten Lanny Budd novels. He said of his most famous work, ‘I aimed at the public’s heart, and by accident I hit it in the stomach.’ Who created the meatpacker Jurgis (yoor-ghis) Rudkus (rood-kus) in his masterpiece, The Jungle? 

ANSWER: Upton Sinclair
3.
The New York Times said of him, ‘he has destroyed the (generation gap),’ as he won 1995’s Album of the Year Grammy for his Unplugged album. He became famous the first time for such pop standards such as ‘Because of You,’ ‘Rags to Riches,’ and ‘I Left My Heart in San Francisco.’ Despite turning 80 in 2006, who performed with Christina Aguilera in November 2006 on Saturday Night Live? 

ANSWER: Tony Bennett
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the molar mass of formic acid, given that its formula is CH2O2 and that carbon’s atomic mass is 12, hydrogen’s atomic mass is one, and oxygen’s atomic mass is 16?

ANSWER: 46
5.
Its name is from the Greek for absence. It can be defined by an equation of the form Ax2 + Bxy + Cy2 + Dx + Ey + F = 0 (read as:  a x squared plus b x y plus c y squared plus D x plus E y plus F equals zero), provided that B squared is less than 4AC. What ovoid conic section is the set of points with the same sum of distances to two points, known as foci (foh-sigh)? 

ANSWER: ellipse
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