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2007-08 District Competition

Match #27


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
He was the first person to inject something into the bloodstream. He was President of the Royal Society between 1680 and 1682. He died in 1723; his epitaph reads: ‘Reader, if you seek his monument, look around.’ Look around, and one can see Oxford’s Sheldonian Theatre, the Chelsea Hospital, the Royal Observatory, and St Paul’s Cathedral – all of which were designed by what architect? 
ANSWER: Christopher Wren
2.
General James Wolfe said of this poem, he would have ‘rather written that poem than take Quebec tomorrow.’ It was probably begun in 1742 after the death of Jonathan Rogers, and finished in 1751. It is 128 lines, including a 12-line epitaph. The phrases ‘celestial fire,’ ‘kindred spirit,’ ‘the unlettered muse,’ and ‘far from the madding crowd’ are from what poem written by Thomas Gray? 
ANSWER: “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”

3.
The U.S. and Israel are the primary producers of this element, as it is plentiful in south Arkansas’ salty marshes and in the water of the Dead Sea. It has average atomic mass of 79.9 and atomic number 35.  Discovered in 1826, its name comes from the Greek for ‘stench’ and it is the only nonmetal that is a liquid at room temperature.  Name this halogen that has chemical symbol Br.

ANSWER: bromine
4.
Her home near Glen Echo, Maryland, was the first National Historic Site dedicated to a woman. She supervised the search for Union missing during the Civil War’s aftermath. Later on, she convinced James Garfield that the organization she founded could help in any disaster zone, and not just in wartime. Who was the founder of the American Red Cross? 

ANSWER: Clara Barton 
5.
Charles V proposed building it in the 16th century. The failed 17th century Scottish colony at Darien tried to build a road along its future route. In 1855, its future route was the path of the world’s first transcontinental railroad. When the French tried to build it between 1881 and 1889, some 22,000 workers died from disease. What engineering marvel, built between 1904 and 1914, connected the Pacific Ocean with the Atlantic? 
ANSWER: Panama Canal
6.
It was first documented in 1841 among coal miners working in deep shafts that were configured to keep water out. Symptoms of it include headache, memory loss, chest pains, itching, and joint pain.  It is also known as caisson disease or decompression sickness and is caused by nitrogen bubbles forming in parts of the body.  Name this disease usually suffered by divers who ascend too rapidly.

ANSWER: the bends (accept caisson disease or decompression sickness before they are said)
7.
Bertrand Russell described him as the “single most difficult philosopher to understand.” Indeed, his “left” or “young” followers advocated atheism, while his “right” followers advocated Protestantism. He conceived the master-slave dialectic; indeed he conceived a form of logic that he called “speculation” but is today called “dialectics.” Who wrote Elements of the Philosophy of Right and Phenomenology of Spirit?
ANSWER: Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (HAY-ghel) 

8.
This musical form was replaced by the cantata in the 16th century. Back then, it was distinct from polyphony and concertato (cohn-chair-tah-toh), and it also used instruments. The primitive Baptists and the churches of Christ practice it today, as its name might indicate, during their worship services. What is this musical style that today consists of singing unaccompanied by instruments?

ANSWER: a cappella
9.
In this work, the author based his arguments on the existence of a ‘Moral Law’ or a ‘Rule about Right and Wrong’ common to all Christian denominations. It was adopted from a series of BBC broadcasts made by its author in 1943. It was originally three pamphlets: The Case for Christianity, Christian Behaviour, and Beyond Personality. What is this Christian apologetic by C.S. Lewis? 
ANSWER: Mere Christianity
10.
It contains 92 metopes (meh-toh-peez) and two pediments. It was the treasury for the Delian League, a Christian church, and then a mosque. In 1806, Lord Elgin took some of its statues, although its giant statue of Athena ended up in Constantinople and was destroyed in 1204. What is this temple to Athena, located on the Acropolis? 
ANSWER: Parthenon
11.
Examples of this type of quadrilateral include the rhombus and the square.  Its area is equal to one-half times the product of its diagonals.  Name this quadrilateral with two pairs of congruent adjacent sides that sounds and looks like a flying toy.

ANSWER: kite
12.
This short story’s author based it on a nervous breakdown she had in 1887. In this story, an unnamed woman, who has apparently just given birth, suffers from a ‘slight hysterical tendency’ and is confined to a room. There, she begins to stare at the walls, and starts to imagine that a woman is trapped in the walls. What short story by Charlotte Perkins Gilman ends with the woman tearing the title object from the wall?
ANSWER: ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’
13.
He was cornered in a Vatican City embassy in late 1989, whereupon the troops guarding him played Van Halen very loudly. He re-entered the news in August 2007, when a federal court ruled against blocking his extradition to France to face charges of money laundering.  Recently released from federal prison in Miami, what former general was de facto dictator of Panama?

ANSWER: Manuel Antonio Noriega Moreno

14.
Christopher Sholes, Carlos Glidden, and Samuel Soule made the first commercially successful one. By 1895, a ‘visible’ type was made, allowing users to see what they were doing. A silent type made in the 1940s was unsuccessful, as was an improved input interface made by August Dvorak. Smith-Corona and Olivetti continue to make what writing implements that have largely been replaced by word processors? 
ANSWER: typewriter(s)

15.
Among its branches is the National Geodetic Survey, which maintains the national coordinate system and a foundation for maps and charts throughout the US.  It also includes a fleet of research vessels, and the National Climactic Data Center.  Established in 1970, what division of the Department of Commerce is the parent organization for the former Weather Bureau?

ANSWER: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or NOAA
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
Write down the following sentence. (Quizmaster: speak slowly). I ran up the hill to fetch a pail of water from the well, but the bucket had too many rocks inside it. (Quizmaster: speak normally) What are the objects of prepositions in that sentence?

ANSWER: hill, water, well, and it
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 392 into a Roman numeral.

ANSWER: CCCXCII
2A.
Who famously said he “had a better year than Hoover” in 1930 when questioned about his $80,000 a year salary for playing baseball?

ANSWER: George Herman “Babe” Ruth
2B.
What three words did George Bush utter in a speech on September 11, 1990, as he described the US’s response to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait; once they were said, they immediately entered conspiracy theories? 

ANSWER: New World Order
3A.
In 2007, meteorologists introduced the ‘Enhanced’ version of what scale used to rate tornadoes based on estimated wind speed and damage?

ANSWER: Fujita Scale

3B.
What team, once owned by Disney, won their first Stanley Cup in 2007 by defeating the Ottawa Senators 4 games to 1?

ANSWER: Anaheim Ducks (accept either, and also accept Mighty Ducks)
4A.
Alexander Mackenzie performed a crossing of North America more than ten years before what more famous, to Americans, expedition? 

ANSWER: Lewis and Clark Expedition (accept Corps of Discovery and other clear equivalents)

4B.
What does ATP stand for in the context of cellular energy? 
ANSWER: adenosine triphosphate
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the numbers from 1 to 10?

ANSWER: 55
5B.
Brownies baked with illegal drugs are named for what woman, the life partner of Gertrude Stein? 

ANSWER: Alice B. Toklas
6A.
What portmanteau word was coined in the 1960s and 1970s to describe an economy with high inflation and no growth? 

ANSWER: stagflation
6B.
What noble gas has an average atomic mass of 39.95?

ANSWER: argon
7A.
Give the search order of the Nodes of a Binary Search Tree with a pre-order traversal.

ANSWER: Node, Left, Right or Data, Left, Right

7B.
What three letters, a Latin abbreviation for “which was to be demonstrated,” are placed at the end of mathematical proofs?


ANSWER: Q.E.D.
8A.
It begins with Prometheus creating man and ends with Julius Caesar becoming a star. The creation of the world is the subject of what 15-book epic poem by Ovid?

ANSWER: The Metamorphoses (accept Metamorphosis)

8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is i to the 333rd power?

ANSWER: i
9A.
After Ragnarok, he reunited with his brother Hodur, who had accidentally killed him with mistletoe. Who was this beautiful Norse god?

ANSWER: Balder
9B.
This Austrian philosopher became an elementary schoolteacher after writing Tractatus. Who also wrote Philosophical Investigations? 
ANSWER: Ludwig Wittgenstein
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the supplement of a 78-degree angle?

ANSWER: 102 degrees
10B.
The Annals of Ulster say that what man lived between AD 373 and 493, and ministered in Northern Ireland for sixty years? 

ANSWER: Saint Patrick
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
These mountains, the easternmost part of the Allegheny Plateau, are actually a plateau that has been eroded to look like mountains. Slide and Hunter are the only peaks over 4,000 feet. These mountains are home to the Borscht Belt, and were a popular getaway spot after World War II. What mountains are located between Albany and New York City? 

ANSWER: Catskill Mountains or Catskills
2.
He wrote Taxation No Tyranny in opposition to American independence. He also wrote Lives of the English Poets. He wrote A Journey to the Western Isles of Scotland while visiting the homeland of his biographer. His most famous work sold for 4 pounds, 10 shillings, and contained definitions of 42,773 words. What subject of James Boswell’s biography is best known for A Dictionary of the English Language?  
ANSWER: (Dr.) Samuel Johnson
3.
This term comes from a Sanskrit word meaning, ‘to cease blowing.’ According to the Pali canon, it can be achieved by insight, understanding, deeds, virtue, or mindfulness. Someone who achieves this will undergo moksha (moak-shah), that is, to end the samsara (sam-sah-rah) cycle, and thus not be born again. What did the Buddha define as ‘the highest happiness’? 

ANSWER: nirvana
4.
On August 7, 2007, he stated a puppy had chewed his law license, which he then surrendered. His advocacy for Crystal Mangum helped him win a tough re-election fight in 2006. He is now being sued by David Evans, Collin Finnerty, and Reage Seligman. What ‘rogue prosecutor’ was responsible for the Duke University lacrosse case? 

ANSWER: Mike Nifong
5.
Its wet form affects the heart and weakens capillary walls; its dry form causes wasting and peripheral nerve damage.  Its symptoms include weight loss, edema, pain and weakness in limbs, and irregular heart rate.  It is a rare side effect of gastric bypass surgery and is often seen in people who mainly eat white rice.  Name this disease caused by a deficiency of thiamine.

ANSWER: beriberi
6.
This region was known in ancient times as Taurica. After the Golden Horde was destroyed, its Tatars formed an independent nation that survived until 1783. The city of Simferopol is the capital of this region, which also contains the port city of Sebastopol and the resort city of Yalta. Soviet leaders often relaxed on what Ukrainian peninsula, which juts out into the Black Sea, over which a war was fought between 1854 and 1856?
ANSWER: the Crimea
7.
Urine is known as the chamber type of it, sodium hydroxide is known as the soda type of it, and potassium hydroxide is known as the potash type of it.  Name this caustic metallic base obtained from ashes that is used as drain cleaner and also in making soap, detergent, paper, textiles, and glass.

ANSWER: lye
8.
It is the first name of George Eliot’s title character Deronda. It is the full first name of the American composer Elfman. It is the first name of a clock-dwelling Neighborhood of Make-Believe resident that was a Striped (stry-ped) Tiger. It comes to us from Hebrew words meaning, ‘God is my judge.’ Who had friends named Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and is the title character of a Bible book? 

ANSWER: Daniel
9.
At the end of this book, Fletcher Lynd has become a teacher, and the title character flies off to continue his learning. In its middle, the wise bird Chiang says ‘you have already arrived.’ At its beginning, the ‘breakfast flock’ expelled the title character. Richard Bach wrote what 1973 novella about a bird whose love of flight made him a ‘gull in a million’? 
ANSWER: Jonathan Livingston Seagull: A Story
10.
In several episodes he has pretended to be a doctor, and also taken side jobs as a security guard and announcement-person.  His father was portrayed by R. Lee Ermey.  He likes to think he is an inventor, with creations usually consisting of combinations of two existing devices, like the pen-straw.  What character spends his time tormenting JD on NBC’s Scrubs, and is known only by his job title?

ANSWER: Janitor
11.
This nation installed the New Economic System and the Economic System of Socialism during its 41 years of existence. The Socialist Unity Party, a merger of the Communist and Social Democratic Parties, governed it. Erich Honecker led it between 1976 and 1989. It was the subject of Willi Brandt’s doctrine of Ostpolitik. What nation voted itself out of existence on October 3, 1990, unifying with its western neighbor? 
ANSWER: East Germany or Deutsche (doy-cheh) Demokratische (day-moh-krah-tee-shuh) Republik (ray-puh-bleek) (DO NOT prompt on “Germany”)

12.
He has the same name as New York’s first governor. His 2005 double CD How Late Do U Have 2BB4UR (too-be-be-for-you-are) Absent? was his first new release in a decade. In 1967, his doo-wop group sang “I Wanna Testify,” but he is better known for leading Bootsie Collins and others in songs like “Flash Light,” “Bop Gun,” and “Atomic Dog.” “Give up the funk” by naming what leader of Funkadelic and Parliament?

ANSWER: George Clinton
13.
With a molecular formula of C5H9N3, this neurotransmitter is derived from decarboxylation (dee-kar-bok-sih-lay-shun) of its namesake amino acid.  Found in mast cells or basophils, it plays a role in chemotaxis (kee-moh-tak-sis) of white blood cells and modulating sleep.  Name this amine (ay-MEEN) whose role in allergic reactions is countered by drugs such as Tavist or Benadryl.

ANSWER: histamine
14.
It is the most commonly given last name of the notorious pirate Blackbeard. It comes from an Old English word meaning ‘to show’ or ‘to point out.’ What word is most often used to describe an activity many adults perform in a school building, involving the imparting of knowledge to students?

ANSWER: teach

15.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x.  12x minus 54 equals 5x plus 65, which is equivalent to the equation 7x minus 119 equals zero.

ANSWER: x equals 17
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Conducted in January 1927, it used a Faraday box mounted on an arc to observe electrons scattered at different angles to form a diffraction pattern by a crystalline nickel target.  Name this experiment that confirmed de Broglie’s hypothesis that particles such as electrons could act as waves.

ANSWER: Davisson-Germer experiment

2.
Lakes located among them include Pangong Tso and Tsongmo. Their name comes from a Sanskrit word meaning ‘the abode of snow.’ Due to tectonic action, they are rising 5 millimeters a year, adding to the height of peaks such as Nanda Devi and Annapurna. What mountains separate the Indian subcontinent from the rest of Asia and contain Mount Everest? 

ANSWER: Himalaya(s) Mountains or Himalayan
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the probability in lowest terms of rolling a 10 or higher on a fair pair of dice, given that there is a 1/12 chance of rolling a 10, a 1/18 chance of rolling an 11, and a 1/36 chance of rolling a 12?

ANSWER: 1/6
4.
Stepmother Dame Olga and stepsisters Olive and Hattie torment the title character of this book by Gail Carson Levine. Her problems began as a child, when she would not stop crying; the fairy Lucinda cast a spell forcing her to obey any direct order. She does have the help of her fairy godmother Mandy, and marries Prince Charmont at the end. What book was made into a 2004 movie starring Anne Hathaway? 

ANSWER: Ella Enchanted
5.
In the United States, it was 7.75% in September 2007; in recent years it has usually been 3 percent above the Fed Funds rate. The London Interbank Offered Rate is today the basis for most corporate loans, making this rate useful only for marketing purposes to retail customers. What interest rate was the traditional rate most banks gave to their best customers? 

ANSWER: prime rate
All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

