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2007-08 Region Competition

Match #8


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl Region competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL Region champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your Region’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
There are 282 items in it, although we don’t know what item 13 or items 66 through 99 were. Its purpose was ‘to bring about the rule of righteousness in the land’ after the gods Anu and Bel asked its maker to create it. A sample includes, ‘If a sister of a god open a tavern, or enter a tavern to drink, then shall this woman be burned to death.’ It was proclaimed after the Eshunna, Lipit-Ishtar, and Ur-Nammu law codes. What is this law code that was enacted around 1930 BC by a king of Babylonia?

ANSWER: Code of Hammurabi (accept laws of Hammurabi or Codex Hammurabi as well)

2.
It describes a rapper who was born with the name Shawntae Harris. It also describes a group of 1980s actors who appeared in St. Elmo’s Fire and The Breakfast Club. Misspelled and in the plural, it describes Cloe, Sasha, Jade, and Yasmin, four popular dolls. It describes a child who had one or both parents in the military. What word, when placed after ‘spoiled,’ describes a child who is undisciplined? 

 
ANSWER: brat

3.
The founder of this religion said there were two gods: a Great Mother goddess and a Horned God, although the Dianic variety worships only the Goddess. Other branches include Faery, Blue Star, and even Christian. Its Law of Threefold Return holds that someone’s deeds will be returned threefold. Its Rede states that, ‘An it harm none, do what ye will.’ Its founder, Gerald Gardner, believed you could only become a member if initiated into a coven. What nature-based religion is often called ‘witchcraft?’ 


ANSWER: Wicca(n) 

4.
Entropy is equal to it times the natural logarithm of the number of distinct microscopic states available to a system.  It relates temperature to energy and its value is approximately 1.38 times ten to the minus 23rd joules per Kelvin.  Name this constant named after an Austrian physicist that is usually abbreviated k.

ANSWER: Boltzmann constant

5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What percent of 5 cubed is 3 cubed, given that this is equal to 27 over 125, or 0.6 cubed?

ANSWER: 21.6 percent

6.
If it is ‘sour,’ it contains hydrogen sulfide. If it is ‘acid,’ it contains carbon dioxide. It can be compressed or liquefied for ease of transport. Compounds such as mercaptan or thiophane (theye-oh-FANE) are added to it so it can be smelled. It was once considered a waste product of petroleum production and was burned off or ‘flared.’ It consists of a mix of alkanes with five or fewer carbons. What fossil fuel is primarily made of methane?


ANSWER: natural gas
7.
This document made forbidden any duties or taxes to ‘foster any branch of industry.’ The Supreme Court it empowered was never created. Its president had a line item veto, and could serve a single six-year term. It forbade bills of attainder, ex post facto laws, and laws denying ‘the right of property in negro slaves.’ What was this document, the supreme law of eleven states between 1861 and 1865? 

ANSWER: Confederate States Constitution (accept “CSA Constitution” or equivalents)

8.
He delivered the 1996 ‘speech from hell’ mocking Bill Clinton at the Radio and Television Correspondents Dinner. He and his wife own a cattle ranch in New Mexico where children with cancer are able to work outdoors. In 1993, he called Gwen Ifill (eye-fill) a ‘cleaning lady,’ and in 2004, he called publishers Simon & Schuster ‘thieving Jews.’ RFD-TV and WABC-AM are now airing his show. Who had his morning show cancelled in April 2007 for comments made about the Rutgers women’s basketball team? 

ANSWER: Don Imus
9.
After Hamlet, it is the second-longest of Shakespeare’s plays. The title character faced rebellions from the Duke of Buckingham and the Earl of Richmond. The title character also killed his brother George, the Duke of Clarence, on his way to the top. He became the ‘Protector’ after the death of Edward IV. He then killed Edward V and his brother, the two ‘Princes in the Tower.’ While losing the Battle of Bosworth Field, what play’s title character moaned, ‘A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse?’


ANSWER: The Tragedy of King Richard the Third (accept Richard III)

10.
Consisting of about one hundred species of the lily family, they have six petals and types of them include Bokhara, horned, eyed, lady, and orange wild.  Its shape can be seen on the Iranian flag.  Name this type of flower associated with the Ottoman Empire and with Holland.

ANSWER: tulip
11.
Some of her blood ended up in Asclepius’ medicine bag: part of it was poisonous and part of it could raise the dead. She was the sister of Stheno (suh-THEE-noh) and Euryale (YOU-ree-ah-lee). Later myth held that this mother of Pegasus was raped in Athena’s temple by Poseidon, and that her head ended up on Athena’s shield. Perseus slew what monster whose gaze could turn anyone into stone? 

ANSWER: Medusa
12.
In this location, ‘Cossack and Russian / Reel’d from the sabre-stroke / Shatter’d and sunder’d.’ It was surrounded on all side with cannon. The soldiers ordered to advance into it knew it was ‘Theirs not to reason why, / Theirs but to do and die.’ In what location, also mentioned in the Shepherd’s Psalm, did six hundred men advance in the Tennyson poem, ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade?’


ANSWER: the Valley of Death
13.
It governed alongside, and was chosen by, the Council of Five Hundred and the 250-member Council of Ancients. It replaced the National Convention and was established by the Constitution of Year III (year three). Its members included Paul Barras (bah-RAH), Lazare Carnot (kar-NOH), and the Abbé (ah-BAY) Sieyès (see-YES). It came to an end with the coup of 18 Brumaire (broo-MAIR), when Napoleon became the ‘First Consul.’ What five-member body governed France between 1795 and 1799? 


ANSWER: the French Executive Directory or la Directoire Exécutif (lah dee-rek-twah) (DO NOT accept “Directorate” or “Directorship”)

14.
This county was formed in 1776 from Fincastle County, and was the first place to be named for its namesake. Johnson and Sullivan Counties in Tennessee are located to its south. It contains Emory & Henry and Virginia Highlands Community College, and it borders Smyth (smith), Grayson, Scott, and Russell Counties in Virginia. It contains the towns of Glade Spring and Abingdon. What county surrounds the city of Bristol? 

ANSWER: Washington County

15.
Starting by dividing the unsorted list into two subsets of the same size, continue recursively until you are left with lists of length one. The next and final step is recombining these lists, while sorting at each step of combining. Name this very stable sorting algorithm that gets its name from the final step in the process.

ANSWER: Merge sort

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
What Virginia-born author wrote The Confessions of Nat Turner and Sophie’s Choice? 

ANSWER: William Styron
1B.
In late December, the Christian publisher Thomas Nelson announced that what woman’s book about being a parent would be ‘postponed indefinitely?’ 

ANSWER: Lynne Spears (prompt on ‘Spears’)
2A.
What state contains cities such as Greenville, Aiken, Florence, Spartanburg, and Rock Hill? 

ANSWER: South Carolina

2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the height of a trapezoid of base lengths 8 feet and 12 feet and area 140 square feet?

ANSWER: 14 feet
3A.
What constellation contains the stars Rigel and Betelgeuse (bay-tel-JOOZ)? 

ANSWER: Orion
3B.
What one-legged man was the last Dutch Governor-General of New Amsterdam?

ANSWER: Peter Stuyvesant
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the prime factorization of 455?

ANSWER: 5, 7, 13 (can be said in any order)

4B.
An ophthalmologist specializes in treating what parts of the body?

ANSWER: eyes
5A.
Herman, Lily, Grandpa, Eddie, and Marilyn were the residents of 1313 Mockingbird Lane in what TV series that ran at the same time as The Addams Family? 
ANSWER: The Munsters
5B.
What name is given to the present participle of a verb that is used as a noun?

ANSWER: gerund(s)

6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the complex product of 10 plus 3i and 5 minus 6i?

ANSWER: 68 minus 45i
6B.
What is the atomic number of aluminum?

ANSWER: 13
7A.
The uncertainty principle is usually named after what German physicist?

ANSWER: Werner Heisenberg
7B.
Quenya for ‘Land of Shadow,’ what country was surrounded on three sides by mountains and was the site of Barad-dûr, the fortress of Sauron? 

ANSWER: Mordor
8A.
Write down the following French sentence. (Quizmaster: speak slowly.) Tu vas a Paris. (too vah a pah-ree). (Quizmaster: speak normally.) Restate that sentence in the simple future tense. 

ANSWER: Tu iras a Paris. (too ee-rah ah pah-ree)

8B.
Who composed 4’33” (read as: four minutes, thirty-three seconds), a work in which the artist does absolutely nothing for that length of time? 

ANSWER: John Cage
9A.
It differs from extortion in that the action threatened is legal on its own. What is the act of threatening to reveal information about someone unless money is paid? 

ANSWER: blackmail
9B.
King Zog and Enver Hoxha (HAW-jah) were rulers of what European country?


ANSWER: Albania
10A.
Zeno of Citium was the founder of what school of philosophy which teaches that self-control and fortitude can overcome negative emotions? 


ANSWER: Stoicism or Stoic(s)

10B.
What polygon makes up the faces of an octahedron?

ANSWER: triangles

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
The protests in this country started when the State Peace and Development Council stopped subsidizing fuel. For a month the protests in his country were student-led. Than Shwe, the leader of the Council, refused to back down. In September, the nickname ‘Saffron Revolution’ was tossed around, as Buddhist monks joined the protests here. In October 2007, the Council, a military junta, cracked down on protesters in what Southeast Asian country? 


ANSWER: Burma (protests)
2.
This four-letter word describes the haircut Moe Howard had in The Three Stooges. It describes an open-air amphitheater in Hollywood. Its gerund describes a game played with nine targets in the 19th century variety and ten targets in today’s variety. What word describes a post-season college football game or the VHSL activity you are currently playing? 


ANSWER: bowl
3.
He helped Petersburg High School win the 1973 and 1974 VHSL basketball championships. He did not foul out in the final 1,212 games of his 21 year professional career. He ended his career in 1995 with the Spurs and started it with the Utah Stars of the ABA in 1974 – he was the first basketball player drafted right out of high school. Despite being the NBA’s MVP in 1982, the Houston Rockets traded him. What goggle-wearing basketball legend won his only NBA title in 1983 with the Philadelphia 76ers? 


ANSWER: Moses Malone
4.
She was married to the alcoholic Charles Gloyd for two years. She described herself as ‘a bulldog running along at the feet of Jesus, barking at what He doesn’t like.’ She had been told to never return to Kansas City, Missouri, in April 1901, after vandalizing buildings in the entertainment district. In June 1900, she went to Kiowa, Kansas, where she took several rocks and destroyed three saloons. Whose second husband suggested she destroy the next saloon with a hatchet? 


ANSWER: Carrie Nation
5.
He died in 1941 while on a plane taking off from Newfoundland’s Gander Airport. In the 1930s, he helped create the first G-suit, and did some work on biological weapons. However, he is most famous for his work involving dogs and their pancreases. Along with John Macleod and Charles Best, what Canadian doctor discovered insulin? 

ANSWER: Frederick Banting
6.
An order n normal one contains all the integers from one to n squared.  None exist for order two, one exists for order three, and 880 exist for order four.  The Chinese call the order three version Lo Shu and one type of order four is named after Albrecht Durer.  Name this square arrangement of numbers where all rows, all columns, and both diagonals all sum to the same constant.

ANSWER: magic square
7.
From the Greek for digestible, families of them include tachykinins (tah-kee-KIH-ninz) such as eledoisin (eh-leh-DOY-sen) and kassinin; vasoactive intestinal ones such as PHI 27 and glucagons; and pancreatic ones such as NPY or HPP.  Name this molecular family that is made of amino acids but are smaller than proteins.

ANSWER: peptide(s) or polypeptide(s)
8.
He was an intern for three Congressmen including Eleanor Holmes Norton before defeating Charlene Drew Jarvis to win the council seat for Ward 4.  After being elected mayor, he installed Michelle Rhee as his school chancellor. He had defeated Council chairman Linda Cropp in the Democratic primary to become the youngest elected mayor of a major American city. He won election in 2006 at the age of 35 and follows Anthony Williams and Marion Barry in office. Who is the mayor of Washington, D.C.? 

ANSWER: Adrian Fenty
9.
His friend Curly is attacked and killed by a pack of dogs. He assumes leadership of his group by killing Spitz. His association with François and Perrault is productive, but his talents are wasted while working with Hal, Charles, and Mercedes. He kills several Yeehat Indians after the death of his final owner, John Thornton. His life on Judge Miller’s estate was ruined when Manuel sold him to dog traders. What dog, half St. Bernard and half sheepdog, is the main character of The Call of the Wild? 

ANSWER: Buck the dog

10.
E.P. Thompson has noted this movement did not destroy machinery in factories that kept prices constant. In response to their actions, Parliament passed a law in 1811 giving the death sentence to ‘Any person who breaks or destroys machinery in any mill.’ Today, what movement’s name is used to describe anarcho-primitivists and other thinkers who question the value of technology? 


ANSWER: Luddite
11.
In this book, people called Fair Witnesses observe and report on events, and the Fosterite Church’s youth ministry, the Spirit-in-Action League, attacks other churches. The protagonist goes into hiding with the help of journalist Ben Caxton, novelist Jubal Harshaw, and nurse Gillian Boardman. The protagonist starts a new church, the Church of All Worlds, heavily influenced by Martian ideas. Valentine Michael Smith, who grew up on Mars and was transported to Earth, appears in what novel by Robert Heinlein? 

ANSWER: Stranger in a Strange Land
12.
Peter Houghton has had one for over seven years, making him the longest-living recipient of one. The left type is the most common, as they are designed to merely supplement, and not replace, the organ they are attached to. Manufacturers of them include Thoratec, MicroMed, and Jarvik.  Name this mechanical device that is used to supplement, but not replace, a weak or failing heart.

ANSWER: VAD or ventricular assist device or LVAD
13.
The cast of this statue at the Cleveland Museum of Art was damaged in 1970 by a Weatherman bombing. Other casts are at the Baltimore Museum of Art, Stanford University, the University of Louisville, and in front of Philosophy Hall of Columbia University. It was originally meant to portray a pensive Dante as part of a larger project, The Gates of Hell. What statue by Auguste Rodin (roh-DAN) portrays a man sitting on a rock, his chin on his hand, engaging in deep meditation? 

ANSWER: The Thinker
14.
Before World War I, Monsignor Darcy writes a letter to the protagonist, and after World War I, the protagonist writes a letter to his friend Tom. Both letters are in this novel’s ‘Interlude.’ After being dumped by Rosalind Connage, this novel’s protagonist goes on a three-week drinking binge that is ended by Prohibition. It ends during a walk to Princeton, after which the protagonist states, ‘I know myself, but that is all—.’ Amory Blaine is the protagonist of what debut novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald? 


ANSWER: This Side of Paradise
15.
He may have been governor of the city of Yangzhou between 1282 and 1287. In 1291, he transported Princess Koekecin to Arghun, the ruler of the Ilkhanate. He was captured at the Battle of Curzola and began dictating a memoir in a Genoan jail. What Venetian merchant, the son of Maffeo and nephew of Niccolò, wrote about his Travels, during which he journeyed through China and met Kubla Khan? 


ANSWER: Marco Polo
Spare questions
Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
The lettuce-eating variety of this insect spread from New Zealand to Tasmania via the wind, as they are all less than a centimeter long. There are about four thousand species in ten families of this insect with a namesake superfamily.  This close relative of the whitefly can reproduce via parthenogenesis and can give birth to already-pregnant daughters. Its main natural enemy is the ladybug.  Name this disease-spreading garden pest that feeds on sap and phloem vessels in plants.

ANSWER: aphid(s)

2.
It was called HNG/InterNorth before it changed its name in 1985. It is now a shell corporation controlled by its creditors, and even has 300 employees still working for it. Founded in 1931 as the Northern Natural Gas Company, in September 2006, it sold its last asset, Prisma Energy International. Its bankruptcy also caused the downfall of the Arthur Andersen auditing firm. What corporation’s bankruptcy in 2001 brought attention to its chief executive, Ken Lay? 


ANSWER: Enron
3.
This hymn, based on chapter 28 of Genesis, was written in 1841 by Sarah Flower Adams. It can be sung to the Horbury, Bethany, or Propior Deo tunes. It might have been the last tune played by the orchestra on board the Titanic. The lyrics, ‘E’en though it be a cross / That raiseth me / Still all my song would be,’ are in this hymn. What hymn is based on the story of Jacob’s ladder our desire to be closer to God? 

ANSWER: “Nearer, My God, to Thee”

4.
In his home country, his poetry collection My Sister Life is viewed as his masterpiece. He later wrote Second Birth, a set of poems more acceptable to his new government. He refused the 1958 Nobel Prize in Literature, fearing his citizenship would be revoked. He won that award for his story of Yuri and Lara set against the backdrop of World War I and the Russian Revolution. Who wrote Doctor Zhivago?

ANSWER: Boris Pasternak
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What fraction in simplest form has decimal form .36 repeating, if you remember that its reciprocal is 2.75?

ANSWER: 4/11
All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

