VIRGINIA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

2008-09 VARSITY SCHOLASTIC BOWL 

MATCH 13

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1.
 Its kingdoms in medieval times included the Calabar, the Annang, the Igbo and the Yoruba. Later, it spent 60 years as a British protectorate before gaining independence in 1960. Name this southwest African nation on the Gulf of Guinea, governed by General Sani Abacha in the 1990's, that has seen rebel violence in 2008 because of mismanagement of its oil reserves. 


ANSWER: Nigeria
2.
THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. Line H has the equation 

y = ¼ x - 7/3.  In lowest terms, give the y-coordinate of the point on the line where x = 10.  


ANSWER: 1/6

3. 
Tradition says that after Peter's death, he founded the Christian Church in Alexandria and died as a martyr. One of the few unique bits of information in his Biblical book is its describing of Jesus as a carpenter. Identify this disciple whose 16-chapter book in the New Testament begins with John the Baptist baptizing Jesus and ends with His ascension into heaven. 


ANSWER: St. Mark
4.
 The beginning and end of his life were spent in New York City, but in between, he lived in Massachusetts near Nathaniel Hawthorne and spent much of the 1840's in the South Pacific, where he picked up material for his works Typee and Omoo. Name this author, most famous for his novel about a whale.    


ANSWER: Herman Melville
5.
 Now the last stop on London's "District" subway line, 2008 marked the 40th anniversary of its "Open" Era that now allows professionals to play there. Its long-term development plan includes a retractable roof over Centre Court. Give the popular name for this home of the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club where, in 2008, Roger Federer lost to Rafael Nadal.


ANSWER: Wimbledon
6.
 When combined with copper, it is a powerful algae-killer. When added to two hydrogen atoms, the result is a powerful acid that can be used in lead-acid batteries and help create phosphoric acid. Name this molecule whose sulfur atom is surrounded by four oxygen atoms.   

ANSWER: sulfate (accept SO4  before "sulfur" is read)

7.
 Its 2008 have included "Crash Into Me", "Let the Truth Sting" and "Losing My Mind", in which Rebecca thinks she had a miscarriage even though she was never pregnant. Name this TV series whose cast includes Eric Dane, Katherine Heigl and Patrick Dempsey.


ANSWER: Gray's Anatomy 

8.
 In grammar, it is the "positive" word that would be followed in a sequence by the "comparative" word "better" and the superlative word "best". In sports, it may describe "a made 3-point shot" or "a made field goal". As a noun in economics, it is "something you buy".  Give this 4-letter word that, in religion, describes the Friday on which Jesus died. 


ANSWER: good
9.
 For stores that accept credit cards, it is the term for the percentage of a purchase that the store must pay the credit card company. Give this 8-letter business term that can also describe the amount of money you save on a purchase, such as 30% off on a new pair of shoes.   


ANSWER: discount

10. 
Its existence was first suggested by Paul Dirac, and it was later discovered by Carl Anderson when he passed cosmic rays through a cloud chamber. After one is emitted from the isotope zinc-62, the result is copper-63. Name this particle that has the mass of an electron, but the opposite charge.  


ANSWER: positron
11.
Bela Bartok wrote one for an entire orchestra, while Johannes Brahms was satisfied with only a "double one". You can find one for nearly every instrument, including Rimsky-Korsakov's for the trombone, Igor Stravinsky's for the piano, and Felix Mendelssohn's for the violin. Name this type of musical piece in which an orchestra accompanies a solo instrumentalist.


ANSWER: concerto 

12.
As first explained to Congress in 1823, it declared, "With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European power we have not interfered, and shall not interfere." Identify this foreign-policy concept, named for a President, that also stated, "…The American continents… are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European powers."


ANSWER: Monroe Doctrine
13. 
He played with the Grateful Dead and co-wrote Don Henley's song "The End of the Innocence", and he often plays the piano for other artists. Name this musician whose Greatest Radio Hits include "Mandolin Rain", "Look Out Any Window" and "The Way It Is", all performed with his band "The Range". 


ANSWER: Bruce Hornsby
14.
 Since 1963, it has owned the Preah Vihear temple that, in 2008, was deemed a World Heritage Site-- much to the chagrin of its neighbor Thailand. Name this Asian nation, now governed by Prime Minister Hun Sen, that had nearly 2 millions of its people killed by the Khmer Rouge in the late 1970's.   


ANSWER: Cambodia 

15.
 Its characters include Leonato, the governor of Messina, the constable Dogberry, and Claudio (who leaves his girlfriend Hero at the altar). Identify this Shakespeare play whose characters Benedick and Beatrice say they don't love each other but write notes saying otherwise.


ANSWER: Much Ado About Nothing
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
 What medieval civilization has one present-day website that lists its four major figures as Marco Polo, Ogodei [O-ga-day], Genghis Khan and Kublai Khan?  


ANSWER: Mongols



1B.
 THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. Calculate the slope of the line between the points (2, 9) and (-7, -18).
   

ANSWER: 3 (-27/-9)

2A.
 Often transmitted by saliva (including kissing), its symptoms are caused by the Epstein-Barr virus and, besides a sore throat and general tiredness, may be somewhat vague. Name this disease.   


ANSWER: mononucleosis (prompt on "mono")

2B.
 Within the water cycle, what process changes the water in the oceans into water vapor in the sky?   

ANSWER: evaporation (accept forms of the word)


3A.
 Stacy Schiff won a Pulitzer Prize for writing a biography of the wife of --what Russian-American author who collected butterflies in his spare time but is most famous now for his novel Lolita?  


ANSWER: Vladimir Nabokov
3B.
 In 1866, he became very angry when he was thought to have painted Claude Monet's work Woman in Green. Name this French artist, often confused with Monet to this day by many Scholastic Bowl players. 

ANSWER: Edouard Manet
4A.
 THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. When a 20-foot-high building casts a shadow that is 36 feet long, the building's flagpole casts out a shadow that is 63 feet long. Give the length of the flagpole.      


ANSWER: 35 feet  (20/36 = x/63)

4B.
 Until your mortgage is paid off, you are considered a debtor [DETT-ur] to the bank that owns the mortgage. Spell the word "debtor".  


ANSWER: D-E-B-T-O-R
5A.
 Two answers needed! The Big Sioux River, a tributary of the Missouri, serves as the border between--what two U.S. states? 


ANSWER: South Dakota and Iowa

5B. 
Name the organelle within a plant cell that holds a lot of water  

ANSWER: vacuole
6A.
 In poetry, a foot is a set of both stressed and unstressed syllables. Give the term for the type of foot containing a stressed and then an unstressed syllable, used 5 times per line by William Shakespeare.   


ANSWER: iambic (pentameter)

6B.
THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. The world record for the 10,000-meter run is 26 minutes and 20 seconds. If a runner on a 400-meter track stays on world record pace for an entire 10,000-meter run,  how long does he take to complete each lap? Give an exact answer; don't estimate.  


ANSWER:  63.2 seconds or 1 minute, 3.2 seconds (1580 seconds/25 laps)

7A.
 Which internal part of the earth contains intense heat, thought to be caused by radioactive decay?  


ANSWER: core
7B.
 Ancient Rome built a settlement there on the Manzanares [mon-za-NARR-us] River. Before it became independent, it was also ruled by the Vandals, the Visigoths and the Moors. Name this European capital city. 


ANSWER: Madrid, Spain 

8A.
 Its original production's dream sequence showed the female lead being chased by a farmhand while trying to catch the cowhand she loves. Name this Broadway musical whose songs include "Surrey With the Fringe on Top" and "People Will Say We're in Love".   


ANSWER: Oklahoma!
8B.
 Give the word defined by Ambrose Bierce's The Devil's Dictionary as: "The state or condition of a community consisting of a master, a mistress and two slaves, making in all, two."


ANSWER: marriage (accept forms of the word)   

9A. 
THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. The first two numbers in the "Pell sequence" of numbers are 0 and 1. After that, each number is the sum of the second-to-last number and twice the last number. Calculate the sixth number in the Pell sequence.  


ANSWER: 29 [(2 x 12) + 5] (0, 1, 2, 5, 12, 29…)

9B.
 Sapphires and rubies are both made of --what mineral that has a Mohs scale value of 9, second only to diamond?  


ANSWER: corundum
10A.
 Give the 6-letter word meaning "a depression associated with swamps and marshlands containing areas of slightly deeper water and a slow current, such as the broad, shallow rivers of Florida's Everglades."   


ANSWER: slough [slew]


10B.
 Name the U.S. state where you'd find the UNESCO World Heritage site Chaco Culture National Historic Park.  


ANSWER: New Mexico


Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
 This Kentucky native served as the last Confederate Secretary of War and kept the Confederate archives from being destroyed by the Union. Before that, he finished second in the 1860 Electoral College behind Lincoln but ahead of Stephen A. Douglas. Name this man who was the youngest Vice-President in U.S. history when he took the job in 1857 under James Buchanan. 


ANSWER: John C. Breckinridge
2.
Though he had more than a dozen films to his credit, including the 2009 film The Imaginarium of Dr. Parnassus, he became even more famous in 2008. Identify this actor who, before his death, played Sonny in Monster's Ball, Ennis in Brokeback Mountain, and the Joker in the 2008 film The Dark Knight. 


ANSWER: Heath Ledger
3. 
It was lost by Edward II, who saw more than half of his 20,000 men killed in less than 48 hours by the forces of Robert the Bruce. Name this battle of June 1314 that guaranteed Scotland its independence from England for another 300 years.  


ANSWER: Battle of Bannockburn
4.
 THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. A sign outside a movie theatre features a semicircle and a rectangle underneath it. The semicircle's diameter is equal to the length of the rectangle. In terms of π, calculate the total surface area (in square feet) of the sign's front if the rectangle is 10 feet long and 8 feet tall.  


ANSWER: 80 + 13.5 π (or 25π/2 + 80) sq. ft. (accept all answers that are clearly equivalent)     [10 x 8 = 80; area of semicircle = ½ x π x 5 x 5)]

5.
 Its characters include Sir Benjamin Backbite, Sir Oliver Surface and Lady Teazle, who is the subject of a vicious rumor spread by the friends of Lady Sneerwell. Identify this comedy by Richard Brinsley Sheridan, named for a group of people who gossip as a hobby.


ANSWER: The School for Scandal
6.
 Name the man described  in Bulfinch's Mythology as follows: "[He] stood in a pool, his chin level with the water, yet he was parched with thirst…for when he bowed his hoary head, eager to quaff, the water fled away, leaving the ground at his feet all dry. Tall trees laden with fruit stooped their heads to him… but when with a sudden grasp he tried to seize them, winds whirled them high above his reach."


ANSWER: Tantalus
7.
 Nathanael West was killed in a car wreck after hearing about his 1940 death in Los Angeles, after which his daughter "Scottie" finally got his body moved to Rockville, Maryland--along with that of his wife Zelda. Name this author of This Side of Paradise and Tender is the Night.  


ANSWER: F. Scott Fitzgerald 

8.
 After spending two years at Princeton, he worked for Britain's Government Code and Cipher School and used his skills to learn how to read German military code during World War II. Identify this man, considered by some to be the founder of computer science because of the Universal Machine he developed that was named for him.


ANSWER: Alan Turing
9.
 THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. In a hydraulic system, piston X has a cross-sectional area four times as great as that of piston Y. If piston X is subjected to a pressure of 150 pounds per square inch, what is the corresponding pressure applied to piston Y?   


ANSWER: 600 psi (150 x 4)

10. 
Originally rejected by the House of Representatives after being passed by the U.S. Senate, it was ratified by the requisite number of states by the end of 1865.
 Identify the amendment to the U.S. Constitution with the phrase, "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States…"   

ANSWER: 13th Amendment

11.
 This father-in-law of John C. Frémont fought a duel with Andrew Jackson before moving away from his native Tennessee. Identify this 19th-century Missouri man, the first person ever to serve 30 years in the U.S. Senate, whose great-nephew with the same three names became a famous painter.


ANSWER: Thomas Hart Benton
12.
THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  The recently-discovered body of a Neanderthal man is found to contain 1/32 of the amount of carbon-14 that an average human body contains today. If the half-life of carbon-14 is 5,730 years, how long has it been since the Neanderthal man was alive?     


ANSWER: 28,650 years (5,730 x 5)

13. 
Defined by Webster's as "a word having characteristics of both verb and adjective", it can be "present" (such as the words "doing" or "studying") or "past" (as the words "eaten" and "written"). Give this grammatical term whose "dangling" type is illustrated in the sentence, "Walking through town, the maple trees had leaves falling from them."  


ANSWER: participle  [part-a-SIP-ull]

14.
 His six-volume history of Britain, written in the mid-18th century, went through more than 50 editions. His "is/ought" problem was discussed in his A Treatise of Human Nature. Name this Scottish philosopher who also wrote An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding.


ANSWER: David Hume
15.
 His name may come from the Russian word for "mosquito". In the novel where he appears, he has a relationship with both Madame Guishar and her daughter Lara, who almost kills him after he rapes her. Name this lawyer character who, at the end of Doctor Zhivago, becomes the head of a state in Siberia and succeeds in getting Lara safely out of Russia.


ANSWER: Victor Komarovsky
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
 Give the math term for a relation where each domain value is paired with exactly one range value.  


ANSWER: function


2.
It causes swollen lymph nodes and spots on your skin that can turn black. Identify this deadly disease that is much less common now than in the Middle Ages.   


ANSWER: bubonic plague (both words needed)

3. 
Which letter of the deaf sign-language alphabet is written in the air with your index finger? 


ANSWER: Z
4.
 What 19th-century Secretary of State under both John Tyler and Millard Fillmore was famed for his oratorical skills and now has a statue in New York City's Central Park?   


ANSWER: Daniel Webster
5.
 He delivered babies during his time in the House of Representatives during the late 1990's; now that he's a first-term U.S. Senator, he is known as "Dr. No" because of his willingness to hold up bills that add to the federal budget. Identify this conservative Oklahoma legislator.   

ANSWER: Tom Coburn  

END OF MATCH 7
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