VIRGINIA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

2008-09 VARSITY SCHOLASTIC BOWL

MATCH 31
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
 Camp Delta, Camp Iguana and Camp Echo have been the home for the last several years of many accused terrorists captured by the U.S. since 2001 and held at--what location on the coast of Cuba ?

ANSWER: Guantanamo Bay

2.
The father of author Charles Dickens spent time in the Marshalsea debtors prison, just as this character of his did. Identify this "small" female title character with first name Amy who was born in Marshalsea and grew up to marry Arthur Clennam.

ANSWER: Little Dorrit
3.
He married his wife Frances while in the White House after his early political days as the "veto mayor" of Buffalo, New York and then some time as Governor of that state. Name this 19th-century President, the only man ever to serve two non-consecutive terms in office.

ANSWER: Grover Cleveland 

4.
For a hollow sphere, it is 2/3 m r squared, while for a hollow sphere, it is 2/5 m r squared. Name this measure of how hard it is to change an object's angular motion around an axis that is often abbreviated by a capital I.

ANSWER:  moment of inertia (prompt on “inertia”)

5.
After the Chinese destroyed some 20,000 containers of British cargo, the British retaliated so massively that China had to give up Hong Kong and allow British inhabitants to be immune from Chinese law. Identify this 1839-42 war, named for the destroyed substance in the British containers.

ANSWER: Opium War

6.
It is indicated in medical terminology by the 6-letter root "thromb" [spell out]. Name this occurrence that can be very bad if your blood does it inside your leg or your heart but is often very good if your blood does it after you cut yourself. 

ANSWER: clot
7.
In mythology, the punishment of Prometheus [pro-MEETH-ee-us] for giving fire to humans was to be chained to a rock and have--what important part of his body eaten each day by a vulture or eagle?

ANSWER: his liver (accept "vulture" or "eagle" before "part" is read)

8.
 Jerry of the Island and John Barleycorn are among the lesser-known characters created by--what American author who died at the age of 40 after writing The Sea Wolf, To Build a Fire, White Fang and The Call of the Wild ?

ANSWER: Jack London
9.
 THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  John and Steve each have a 8-sided number cube, numbered 1 through 8.
 They play a game where each person rolls their cube at the same time. If John has the higher number, he wins; in all other cases, Steve wins. In lowest terms, what is the probability on each turn that Steve will win?

ANSWER: 9/16 (36/64)

10.
 It can mean "a type of wine" and "a place where a computer attaches to another device". Give this 4-letter word that, on a ship, means "the left side" and as a noun, means "a place for a ship to stay when not sailing."

ANSWER: port
11.
 Though originally Spanish, it is more associated with Italy. Its members Callixtus and Alexander were both popes, while other members include Alexander's illegitimate children Cesare [chay-SAW-ray] and Lucrezia [loo-CRAIT-see-a]. Name this family that provided the model for Machiavelli's The Prince.

ANSWER: Borgia
12.
Known as "Elizabeth Cittie" in the early 1600's, it became part of Warwick River Shire in 1634.
Collis P. Huntington formed its namesake Shipbuilding and Drydock Company in the late 1800's, while his son created its Mariners' Museum. Name this Virginia city whose downtown area features a Victory Arch.

ANSWER: Newport News, VA

13.
When he first came to America, he worked for Thomas Edison but left to pursue his own work in electrical engineering. Name this scientist who appears on the Serbian 100-dinar note, worked on a so-called "death ray" near the end of his life, and is best known today for his work with AC current and electric induction motors.

ANSWER: Nikola Tesla 

14.
Give the 6-letter word that can mean both "the minimum value of a parabola that points upward" and "any corner point of a polygon on an x-y coordinate system".

ANSWER: vertex
15.
Considered the top epic of all time by the American Film Institute, it was shot in Jordan and features the real-life characters Prince Faisal and the British General Allenby. Name this classic film, directed by David Lean, in which Peter O'Toole plays the flamboyant British title character during World War I.

ANSWER: Laurence of Arabia
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
 What term, coined by 19th-century scientist Jons Jakob Berzelius [bur-ZAY-lee-us], describes two substances that possess the same chemical composition but different properties?  

ANSWER: isomers

1B.
 Which sea that borders the Pacific Ocean separates Queensland, Australia from both the Solomon Islands and from New Caledonia?

ANSWER: Coral Sea

2A.
 Name the constellation containing Polaris, or the North Star.  

ANSWER: Ursa Minor (or Lesser Bear)

2B.
 The titles of many video games have a subtitle. Give the title of the 2008 video game subtitled "On Tour".

ANSWER: Guitar Hero: On Tour 
3A.
 Name the British poet whose lines include, "Had we but world enough, and time, this coyness, lady, were no crime”.   
ANSWER: Andrew Marvell
3B.
 Give the main unit of currency used by Portugal.   

ANSWER: euro
4A.
 The titles of many video games have a subtitle. Give the title of the 2008 video game subtitled "Prince Caspian".

ANSWER: The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian

4B.
 Name the Charles Dickens work featuring the character Edwin Leeford.  
ANSWER: Oliver Twist (this is the real name of Monks)

5A.
 THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. Calculate the log base 2 of 128.
  

ANSWER: 7 (27 = 128)

5B.
 THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. The determinant of a 3-by-3 matrix is 350.
 If the first and second rows change places, what is the determinant of the new matrix?   
ANSWER: -350 (switching rows changes the sign)

6A.
 Which sea that borders the Pacific Ocean separates Sakhalin Island from the Kuril Islands?

ANSWER: Sea of Okhotsk
6B.
 Which original apostle of Jesus Christ was a publican, or tax collector, who wrote the first book of the New Testament?

ANSWER: Matthew
7A.
 Name the longtime coach of the NBA's Utah Jazz.

ANSWER: Jerry Sloan
7B.
 Give the main unit of currency used by Switzerland.   

ANSWER: Swiss franc
8A.
 What group of people that became Christian in the 4th century AD and took over Spain and northern Africa in the 5th century before being conquered by Justinian?

ANSWER: Vandals
8B.
 Name the longtime coach of the NBA's Golden State Warriors.

ANSWER: Don Nelson
9A.
 Complete this phrase from the King James Bible's version of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount: "No man can serve two [blank]".  

ANSWER: masters

9B.
 It blows in all directions at about a million miles an hour, though speeds vary.  Name this phenomenon created by the sun.  

ANSWER: solar wind
10A. 
THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. The "specific gravity" of a substance is defined as the ratio of its density to the density of water. If the mass of water is 1 gram per cubic centimeter and the specific gravity of propane is 0.58, calculate the mass of 300 cubic centimeters of propane.  

ANSWER: 174 g (0.58 x 300)

10B.
 THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. A football quarterback completes 9 of his first 31 passes. How many consecutive passes must he complete in his next game to reach a total completion percentage of exactly 50% ?      

ANSWER: 13 [(9 + x) / (31 + x) = ½]

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
 In 1688, a group of them came to South Africa looking for the religious freedom they could not find in their native land after Louis XIV's Edict of Fontainebleau revoked the Edict of Nantes. Name this group of French Protestants.

ANSWER: Huguenots [HEW-ga-nots]

2.
He once edited a magazine for deaf teachers that was supported by Alexander Graham Bell--but that was before his Nobel Prize in Literature. Name this American author who won the Nobel primarily for his novel about Sam Dodsworth but also wrote novels about Martin Arrowsmith, George Babbitt and Carol Kennicott.

ANSWER: Sinclair Lewis
3.
Discovered in the chemical "Prussian blue", it mixes easily with potassium, sodium and hydrogen. In old mysteries, its presence is often indicated by the smell of bitter almonds and is the weapon of choice for upper-class British to commit murder without dealing with the blood afterwards. Name this poisonous ion whose formula is the very simple CN.

ANSWER: cyanide
4.
You are at the 7th inning of a baseball game when someone famous begins singing "God Bless America/ Land that I love/Stand beside her…"  If the word "God" is sung on the note A-flat, which note will be sung with the "side" in "beside" ?

ANSWER: D-flat (or C-sharp)

5.
 It can be found on some whales and porpoises but is most commonly associated with sharks or (perhaps) catfish. Give the biological term for this back fin on many marine animals that often sticks out of the water and, in a movie, is a sure sign that a shark is coming.

ANSWER: dorsal fin

6.
THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  A baseball is thrown up into the air. At any moment, the height H of the ball in feet is represented by the formula      H = -2t2 + 10t + 18.
 After 4 seconds, how high is the ball off the ground?  

ANSWER: 26 feet (-32 + 40 + 18)

7.
  It begins, "The first place that I can well remember was a large pleasant meadow with a pond of clear water in it." Name this novel by Anna Sewell that ends with its title character saying (as much as a horse can say anything), "… often before I am quite awake, I fancy I am still in the orchard at Birtwick, standing with my old friends under the apple-trees."

ANSWER: Black Beauty
8.
 Located between Paris and Brussels, it contains the bodies of nearly 400 Americans who died in World War I. Identify this American military cemetery in Belgium that shares its name with the title location of a John McCrae poem about fighting in the nearby area.

ANSWER: Flanders Field(s) Military Cemetery
9.
 In a courtroom, after you plead "guilty" or "not guilty", the judge asks for a bail recommendation. If you are considered a flight risk such that you may not appear for trial, the judge may send you to jail without bail until the trial. Give the term for this return to jail that comes from French for "sent back".

ANSWER: remanded

10.
 It is the main setting for Michael Ondaatje's novel The English Patient, E. M. Forster's A Room With a View and Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms. Name this European country that is also the main setting for the novels Summer in Tuscany and A Venetian Affair.

ANSWER: Italy 

11.
 Webster's says it dates from the 15th century and means either "a local chieftain" or "a ruler over medieval Turkish tribes". Give this 4-letter Turkic word still used with the names "Aga", "Chaka", "Genghis" and "Kublai".

ANSWER: khan
12.
It defines the relationship between magnetic flux density and the strength of a magnetic field. Name this physical constant, indicated by mu sub zero, that is equal to 4 π x 10-7 Newtons per ampere squared.

ANSWER: permeability of free space
13.
During his 20-year stay in Holland, he considered publishing his scientific work The World--until he learned of Galileo's condemnation by the Catholic Church.  Name this French philosopher who died in 1650 after serving as tutor to Queen Christina of Sweden and writing his book Meditations on First Philosophy.

ANSWER: Rene Descartes [day-cart]

14.
The 8-line poems created with them require all the lines to have 6 syllables and one line in the second stanza to be made entirely of one six-syllable word. Name this type of poetic foot that can be created with the three-syllable words "matador" and "murmuring" and consists of one stressed and two unstressed syllables.

ANSWER: dactylic

15.
The childless King Charles II passed away in 1700.
 igniting a fight between his descendants that ended up matching Austria, Prussia, England and Holland against France, Spain and Bavaria.  Name this war that lasted from 1701 until the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713.

ANSWER: War of the Spanish Succession
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
 THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. A line connects the ordered pairs (x, 1) and (3x, 10).  If the slope of the line between them is 1, calculate the midpoint of the line.

ANSWER: (9, 5.5) or (9, 5½) [points are (4.5, 1) and (13.5, 10)] (9 = 2x)

2.
Eight men were tried for it, seven got the death penalty for it, and five actually died as a result. Identify this 1886 Chicago incident that resulted from labor demonstrations for an 8-hour workday.  
ANSWER: Haymarket Square Riot

3.
Name the genetic disease that prevents blood from clotting properly.

ANSWER: hemophilia
4.
The recent movie 300 tells one version of it. Identify this 480 BC battle that featured an overmanned Spartan army against the mighty Persian Empire.

ANSWER: Battle of Thermopylae [thur-MOP-a-lee]

5.
Name the Spanish landmark that served as the residence of the Court of Granada in the 13th century.

ANSWER: the Alhambra [all-OM-bra] 

END OF MATCH 31
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