Valencia Delta Burke Invitational 2005—Round 5                                                Questions by John Mathews of CFCC

1.  “Pilgrim Life at Sea,” “Land Ho!,” “Sailing through the Bosporus and the Black Sea,” “Stepping over the Borders of the Holy Land,” “Approaching Jerusalem,” “Ashore in Alexandria,” “Superb View from the Top of the Pyramid,” and “The Long Cruise Drawing to a Close,” are a few of its chapters.  What delightful travel narrative subtitled “The New Pilgrims Progress,” FTP, is about a group of naïve Americans on a voyage abroad by American wit Mark Twain?                                                                                      
Answer:  The Innocents Abroad 

2.  Dragons, ducks, lions, unicorns, phoenixes and frogs spout smoke, throw balls and joyfully cavort across a unique stage in this art form.  Brief scenes of rural life, such as water-buffalo fights, fishing or rice planting, take place alongside legendary exploits of warriors or a promenade of immortals.  In the more sophisticated productions, fireworks dance upon the water.  These are all images one might see in what delightful, quirky form of theater, Vietnam’s unique contribution to the world of marionettes, born in the rice paddies of the Red River Delta?                                                              
               
Answer:  Water puppetry [Accept:  Water puppets] 

3.  Comprising examples like the Fagrskina and Bjarnar, they include historical annals, revenge narratives, and tales of the supernatural.  They can be subdivided into accounts of kings and rulers, mythical themes, stories of contemporaries known by the author, and the histories of families.  Most were composed between 1100 and 1350, but some derive from earlier oral traditions.  With more famous examples including the Heimskringla and Njal’s, FTP what are these medieval prose epics that take their name from the Old Norse for “what is said or told?”                                                        
                         
Answer:  Saga(s) 
4.  Located 227 feet below sea level, this inland sea’s beaches consist of layers of barnacles and millions of fish bones from mass die-offs.  Floating mats of algae, gobs of foam, oxygen depletion, runoff from fertilizer- and pesticide-laden irrigation water, and heavy metals make it uninviting for swimmers.  A notorious deal to divert water from the Colorado River will seriously deplete its inflow over the next 15 years and may result in too much salt buildup to support current wildlife populations.  FTP what is this desert sea and California’s largest lake, 85 miles east of San Diego and named for its extreme salinity?                                                                                                             
Answer:  Salton Sea 

5.  These paramilitary bands reject the current label the Western press uses to identify them.  They instead insist on calling themselves border guards, reconnaissance brigades, or even holy warriors.  In reality they are little more than government-backed thugs who have destroyed hundreds of African farmers’ villages, killed tens of thousands, and displaced more than a million non-Arabs in the government of Sudan’s effort to Arabize its western region of Darfur.  FTP who are these militiamen whose name is usually translated as “evil horse men?”                                                                              
Answer:  Janjaweed 

6.  In 2002 Robert Vrijenhoek discovered a new species of deep-sea tube worm, later named by him Osedax, whose males live their total itty-bitty, microscopic existence as tiny sperm factories inside the bodies of their females, abject servitors of female productive needs in an otherwise meaningless existence.  FTP what is the two-word scientific term for this type of biological differentiation where males and females of the same species have totally distinct morphologies?                                                             
Answer:  Sexual dimorphism 

7.  This mythological figure had two sets of twins by two different fathers.  On the same night her husband impregnated her, a god also seduced her.  This led to the confusion over the parentage of her offspring since two were said to be of divine stock and two of mortal lineage, but traditions vary over which two were immortal.  FTP who is this title character of a famous Yeats poem; wife of king Tyndareus; and mother of Clytemnestra, Helen, Castor, and Polydeuces, whom Zeus, in the form of a swan, raped?                                                                                           
Answer:  Leda 

8.  It may not be the world’s largest desert, but it is the world’s largest sand sea.  Often simply called “Sands” for short, this region comprises more than 225,000 square miles of shifting terrain.  It covers substantial portions of Saudi Arabia, Oman, Yemen, and the UAE, and is larger in total area than France, and it is the ancestral home to the Bedouin. FTP what is the name for this largely empty region that the Arabs call the Rub al Khali that actually only takes up a fifth of the Arabian Peninsula instead of the fourth that its name suggests?      
                                                                                              
Answer:  Empty Quarter  [Accept Rub al Khali early] 

9. Its version 6, known as “n-g,” is currently under development.  Working in combination with another protocol, it specifies the format of packets and their addressing.  That address usually consists of four octets, and it uniquely identifies each machine on the Net.  FTP, name this protocol, known by a 2-letter name, which works in combination with TCP.

Answer: IP or IPv4 (accept IPv6 or IPng) (do NOT accept “TCP/IP”)

10.  Theodore Parker said of him that he was “the father of more brains than any man in America.”  A leading churchman, revivalist, and promoter of the New England Awakening of the 19th century, his daughters Catherine and Isabella worked for women’s rights, while son Henry followed him into the ministry and was easily the most prominent preacher of his day.  FTP who is this man who also fathered Harriet Beecher Stowe?                                                                                                                       
Answer:  Lyman Beecher 

11.  As a rookie this outfielder went 2 of 17 in 1997 for the Braves in their loss to the Yankees. Traded first to Kansas City, where he had two 30-homer, 100-RBI seasons, he then moved to Oakland and then his current team, for whom he drove in the first run of this year’s World Series and then drove in the only run in the clinching Game 4. FTP name this White Sox outfielder named MVP of the Series.                                           
Answer: Jermaine Dye                                                                                  
12.  Pencil and paper ready. Find the sum of the series: 2 + 4/3 + 8/9 + 16/27 and so on?
A. 6
13.  According to popular tradition, he died in Sicily when an eagle dropped a tortoise on his head, thus fulfilling a prophecy that he would be struck down by a blow from heaven.  He won the prestigious grand prize at the Dionysia in Athens in 484 BC, lost to his chief rival in 468, but won again in 458.  FTP who is this distinguished playwright of ancient Athens who increased the number of actors to two and wrote such works as The Persians, Seven against Thebes, and Prometheus Bound?                                  
          
Answer:  Aeschylus 

14.  This author of Now Wait for Last Year battled mental illness and drug addiction his whole life, glimpses of which appear in works like A Scanner Darkly. He uses science-fiction, like Valis, to explore broader questions about the nature of consciousness and perception, and the relationship between technology and the mind.  FTP who is this Hugo Award winner and writer of “We Can Remember It for You Wholesale” and “Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep,” which respectively inspired the films Total Recall and Blade Runner?                                                                                                                     
Answer:  Philip K. Dick 

15. With temperatures usually around 5,000 kelvin, these were first described by Chinese astronomers around 28 BCE. They are thought to be visual counterparts to magnetic flux tubes, and the Wilson effect suggests that they are depressions on the sun’s surface. Though nearly none appeared from 1645-1715, a period known as the Maunder Minimum, FTP name these darker areas on the surface of our system’s star. 
Answer: Sunspots 
16.  On August 15, 1945, the government of Japan announced its willingness to accept the terms of this agreement.  FTP what declaration, demanding unconditional surrender as the only acceptable terms of peace, was actually proposed earlier by the United States in the titular German city southwest of Berlin?                                                            
Answer:  Potsdam Declaration 

17. This group put out a magazine, The Germ, which featured poetry by members like Algernon Swinburne. FTP what is this group of artists that gathered in 1848 under the leadership of William Holman Hunt, John Millais, and Dante Gabriel Rossetti in a revolt against the highly formal style of the French Academy, a style epitomized, they argued, in the Renaissance era work The School of Athens?                                                
Answer:  Pre-Raphaelites 

18.  In his recent collection of 34 essays originally published in Natural History magazine, this man muses on everything from “giant fossils, fads, and fungus to baseball, beeswax, and blaauwbocks, from a humanistic look at Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and Erasmus Darwin’s poetry to the fallacies of eugenics.”  FTP who was this author of more than a dozen books including the best-selling Bully for Brontosaurus, Wonderful Life, and Dinosaur in a Haystack who co-proposed the concept of punctuated equilibrium?                  
Answer:  Stephen Jay Gould 

19.  This author of The Soft Machine and The Ticket that Exploded was an heir to an adding machine company fortune. His first novel, Junkie, is an unapologetic account of his life as an unredeemed drug addict, and became famous after the 1959 publication of his novel featuring Dr. Benway and the Mugwumps, which was the subject of a famous censorship trial.  FTP who is this author of Naked Lunch?               
                           
Answer:  William S. Burroughs 

 20. Following a botched suicide attempt, he was tried, convicted, and finally hanged for war crimes, but only after a show trial in which he assumed full, though perhaps disingenuous, responsibility for his nation’s actions.  True, he had been a champion of hard-line militarism in the period between WWI and WWII, but the real decisions that led to Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor had been made before he assumed leadership.  FTP who was this Prime Minister of Japan from 1941 to 1944?                                     
Answer:  General Hideki Tojo 

 
 
 

Valencia Delta Burke Invitational 2005--Round 5 Bonuses
1.  19th-century of Africa is characterized by European colonies, protectorates, and spheres of influence.  I will give you the present-day name of some African nations and you give me the European nation that claimed them FTPE.                                            
A.  Mali, Niger, Chad, and Algeria                                                                                    


A.  France
B.  Uganda, Nigeria, Sudan, and Kenya

A.  Britain
C.  Namibia, Tanzania, Burundi, and Rwanda

A.  Germany 

2.  Are you ready for my signature Holy-Roman-Emperor-but-NOT-Charlemagne-because-he-NEVER-was-a-Holy-Roman-Emperor bonus?  Identify the Holy Roman Emperor from clues FTPE.

A.  What Medieval German king was the actual founder of the Holy Roman Empire in 962, long after Charlemagne had died?


A.  Otto I or Otto the Great  [Prompt on Otto]

B.  Which Holy Roman Emperor drowned crossing the Saleph River in 1190 en route to the Third Crusade?


A.  Barbarossa or Frederick Barbarossa or Frederick I [Prompt on Frederick]

C.  Which grandson of Barbarossa, crowned Holy Roman Emperor in 1220, ruled Germany and Sicily, became king of Jerusalem in 1229, and was excommunicated twice by two different popes?


A.  Frederick II Hohenstaufen [Prompt on Frederick] 
3.  FTPE identify these past greats in running:

A.  On May 6, 1954, what Englishman became the first man in history to break the four-minute barrier, running a mile in 3:59.4?
A.  Sir Roger Bannister
B.  On June 27, 1965, this eighteen year-old high school senior ran a 3:55.3 mile to beat Olympic champion Peter Snell, a record that stood for more than 35 years until broken by Alan Webb in 2001.

A.  Jim Ryun
C.  This famed but perhaps apocryphal runner is said to have run the first “marathon” in history after the Athenian victory over the Persians in 490 BCE.


A.  Pheidippides [Accept Philippides or Philipides] 
4.  FTPE identify the author of these divine 20th-century sci-fi classics:

A.  The Gods Themselves
A.  Isaac Asimov
B.  The Hammer of God

A.  Arthur C. Clark
C. “The Nine Billion Names of God”


A.  Arthur C. Clark 

5.  Based on a description, name these famous statues in the Vatican Museum FTPE.                 A.  This Roman copy of a Hellenistic sculpture depicts the struggle of a Trojan priest and his two sons against serpents sent by Athena to punish them.


A.  Laocoön and His Sons [Accept Laocoön Group]

B.  This Roman copy of a 5th-century BC statue by Myron depicts an athlete in motion.


A.  Discus Thrower [Accept Discobolus]

C.  This Roman copy of a 4th-century Greek original by Praxiteles depicts the goddess of love ready to enter the bath, having laid her robe over a nearby water jug.

A.  Aphrodite of Knidos [Do not accept Aphrodite of Cyrene] 

6.  FTPE let’s see what you know about the famed University of Chicago, the omphalos of the known world.

A.  What American philanthropist and founder of Standard Oil established the school in 1890, assembling many of America’s most noted scholars to create a Baptist superuniversity?

A.  John D. Rockefeller [Prompt on Rockefeller]

B.  What Nobel Laureate initiated on the U. of C. campus the first controlled, self-sustaining, nuclear chain reaction on December 2, 1942?

A.  Enrico Fermi
C.  You may not know that the university was a founder member of the Big Ten Conference and holds the distinction of producing the very first Heisman Trophy winner.  Who was that U. of C. halfback?


A.  Jay Berwanger 

7.  Have you learned the 2005 Nobel Prize winners yet?  Answer the following about them FTPE:

A.  What agency won this year’s Noble Peace Prize?


A.  International Atomic Energy Agency [Prompt on IAEA]

B.  What current head of the IAEA was named co-winner of this year’s Nobel Peace Prize?


A.  Mohamed ElBaradei [sic]

C.  Who won this year’s Nobel Prize in Literature?


A.  Harold Pinter 

8.  Tell Chris Borglum to forget football and basketball. Those games are for sissies!  One American, a Spaniard, two Frenchmen, and a Belgian hold the distinction of belonging to the world’s most elite sports club—minimum five-time winners of the Tour de France, the world’s most grueling athletic event.  Answer the following about the Tour FTSNOP:                             A. FTP what American won the Tour a record 7 times before retiring this past July?


A.  Lance Armstrong [1999-2005]                                                                                      B.  Name any two of the remaining 5-time winners FTPE.

Jacques Anquetil [Fr. 1957, 1961, 1962, 1963 & 1964]

Eddy Merckx [Bel. 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972 & 1974]

Bernard Hinault [Fr. 1978, 1979, 1981, 1982 & 1985]

Miguel Induráin [Sp. 1991-1995] 

9.  FTPE answer the following mythology questions based on Ovid’s Metamorphoses:

A.  Against what creatures do the Lapiths fight on account of the attempted abduction of Hippodamia?


A.  Centaur(s)

B.  What daughter of the sea god Proteus did Peleus, king of Thessaly, impregnate?  Proteus had prophesied that her future son Achilles would “challenge the deeds of his father and merit a mightier name.”

A.  Thetis
C.  Who, “sick of the vices with which the female sex has been so richly endowed,” carved a statue of perfect feminine beauty with which he fell in love?

A.  Pygmalion 

10.  Given a date and clues, identify the famous Roman battle FTPE:

A.  The Romans lost 80,000 men in this pitched battle fought in southeastern Italy in 216 BC against Hannibal.  This defeat marked Rome’s worst defeat ever.


A.  Cannae
B.  Julius Caesar defeated Pompey in this 48 BC battle in Thessaly.  Caesar’s army killed 6,000 of Pompey’s men and took 29,000 prisoners.


A.  Pharsalus
C.  Actually two encounters fought three weeks apart, this October 42 BC battle in Macedonia pitted the legions of Mark Antony and Octavian against those of Brutus and Cassius.  Cassius committed suicide after the first engagement, and Brutus killed himself after the second.

A.  Philippi 

11.  Answer the following about your favorite food and mine—African bush meat.  

A.  FTP what is the most common wild animal killed and sold for bush meat?


A.  Antelope
B.  FTPE what two infectious diseases have been directly linked to the consumption of bush meat?


A. Ebola  and HIV and/or AIDS 

12.  FTPE answer questions about findings by the Genographic Project—a partnership between IBM and the National Geographic Society—to trace the roots of human history.

A.  According to DNA samples, about 8% of men in Central and East Asia are descended from what famous world conqueror who died in 1227?


A.  Ghenghis Khan [Accept Chengis Khan or Jenghis Khan]

B.  DNA testing reveals that Muslims and Christians in modern Lebanon share a common ancestry with what ancient sea-going inhabitants of that region?


A.  Phonecian(s)

C.  DNA testing reveals that this mountain range in Siberia, with tallest peak Belukha, was the source of population expansions some 35,000 years ago leading to the settlement of much of Eurasia and the Americas.


A.  Altai 

13.  FTPE answer the following about literary images of Africa:

A.  Chinua Achebe’s 1958 Things Fall Apart depicts the village life of the Ibo tribe of what West African nation?

A.  Nigeria
B.  Ernest Hemingway’s Snows of the Kilimanjaro is set in what East African country?

A.  Tanzania
C.  What pseudonym did the Danish writer Karen Blixen use when she penned her novel Out of Africa about life on a farm in Kenya?


A.  Isak Dinesen 

14.  30-20-10 Name the author.

A. (30 pts.) He was born in Surrey, England in 1894 and eventually settled in southern California, the setting for his 1948 post-apocalyptic novel Ape and Essence.                                                     B. (20 pts.) Themes of science, mysticism, and drug use, particularly mescalin, permeate several of his better-known works, including The Doors of Perception, his collection of essays Heaven and Hell, and his last novel Island.                                                                                                     C. (10 pts.) His Brave New World is an enduring scientific dystopia.                                            
A.  Aldous Huxley [Prompt on Huxley] 

15.  Give the title of the following Hitchcock films FTPE: 
A.  Starring Margaret Lockwood and Michael Redgrave, this 1938 film draws a woman into a web of intrigue when her traveling companion disappears on a train.


A.  The Lady Vanishes 

B.  Starring Sean Connery and Tippi Hedren, this 1964 psychological thriller deals with a beautiful kleptomaniac and the man who loves her.


A.  Marnie 

C.  In this 1958 film starring Jimmy Stewart and Kim Novak, a lonely private detective must discover the truth behind the death of the woman he loved.


A.  Vertigo 

16.  Can you identify these common skin conditions from clues FTPE?

A.  Also known as atopic dermatitis, this recurring skin condition is characterized by a dry, flaky, itchy rash. Depending on one’s age, it can appear on different parts of the body.  It comes in irritant contact, infantile, varicose, and discoid varieties.


A.  Eczema
B.  This condition literally means “too much oil,” can appear at any time from infancy to old age, and can come and go more or less at random.


A.  Seborrhea
C.  This reoccurring condition generally comes in five varieties—plaque, guttate, inverse, pustular, and erythrodermic.


A.  Psoriasis 

17.  Yes, size does matter.  Identify the following artworks based on their monumental dimensions FTPE:

A.  This 128 x 44 foot painting by Michelangelo located 70 feet above the floor records Biblical history from the creation to the flood.


A.  Ceiling of the Sistine Chapel  [Prompt on Sistine Chapel]

B.  This 230 foot-long work now housed in its titular city notes the 1066 appearance of Halley’s Comet.


A.  Bayeux Tapestry
C.  The French call this 240 foot interior walkway in the palace of Versailles La Galerie des Glaces.

A.  Hall of Mirrors 
18.  Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and Slovenia are all new members to the European Union.  FTPE name three of the four countries that are currently applicants to the EU:                                                                                                          
A. Croatia, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey (ten points per correct country named)
19.  FTPE what three historic bodies of water—one a sea, one an inlet harbor, and the third a strait—intersect at the city of Istanbul?


A. Sea of Marmara/Marmora [Accept Propontis]; Golden Horn; Bosporus [Accept 
    
    Bosphorus] 

20.  What do you know about current Middle East leaders?  Identify the following FTPE:

A.  Who is the current head of Syria?


A.  Bashar [al] Assad  [Prompt on Assad]

B.  Who is the current leader of the Palestine Authority?


A.  Mahmoud Abbas
C.  Who is the reigning king of Jordan?


A.  Abdullah II 

