Final Round 
  Tossups


GSAC XVI


1.
The Fengshen Yanyi discusses the decline of this dynasty amid war with its successors. According to legend, the defeat at the Battle of Muye caused this dynasty’s final ruler, Xi Din, to commit suicide. Much current knowledge about this dynasty was derived from excavations of royal tombs such as those of Wu Ding and Fu Hao as well as the capital city of Anyang. However, it may be most famous for the use of oracle bones and for bringing bronze into wide use in both artwork and weapons. FTP, name this ancient Chinese dynasty preceded by the Xia and succeeded by the Zhou.


A:  Shang Dynasty accept Yin



2.
This composer made transcriptions for piano roll of many of his early works to serve as the definitive readings.  His vocal and choral works include his Elegy for JFK and Canticum Sacrum.  His major opera featured a libretto by W.H. Auden and was based on a series of engravings, and his use of the twelve-tone technique was in his ballet Agon.  His significant ballets include one including a Moor and Ballerina and another featuring Prince Ivan and the title feathered creature.  FTP, name this Russian composer of Petrushka, The Firebird, and The Rite of Spring.


A: Igor Stravinsky



3.
The Banggai Archipelago lies off this island's east coast, which is indented by the Gulf of Tolo. Two other large gulfs nearly bisect this island, the gulfs of Bone and Tomini. The Banda and Molucca seas lie to its east, while a namesake sea separates it from Mindanao to the north. The Makassar Strait separates it from Borneo. Manado is located on one of this island's four serpentine peninsulas, and the Flores Sea lies to its south. FTP, name this Indonesian island.



A:  Sulawesi accept Celebes



4.
This experiment prompted another, performed by Juan Oro, which involved the creation of Adenine from Ammonia and Hydrogen Cyanide. It supported the Haldane-Oparin hypothesis, which stated that enzymes, amino acids, and other macromolecules were created from inorganic chemicals in reactions. However, there have been doubts that carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide were more common in the early atmosphere than ammonia and methane. FTP, name this 1953 experiment, which ignited a group of gases in a flask with electricity simulating lightning storms and produced amino acids.


A:  Miller-Urey Experiment



5.
In one of this man’s stories, police investigator Erik Lönnrot finds that the victim at a murder site he predicted by using the Tetragrammaton will be himself. That story, Death and the Compass, joins a story about an attempt to dream a human into being, The Circular Ruins, as well as one involving a number of hexagonal rooms full of books, The Library of Babel, and another about a translation of Don Quixote, Pierre Menard, in the collection Ficciones. FTP, name this author of The Aleph, who used the labyrinth in The Garden of Forking Paths, an Argentinean.


A:  Jorge Luis Borges



6.
This man fought against the Portuguese in the War of the Oranges and against Napoleon in the Peninsular War when he served in the Murcia regiment. He was promoted to command of the Sagunto Dragoons after the battle of Albuera, but he resigned this command to return to his native land, under the pretense of going to Lima. Once there, he offered his services to the United Provinces of South America. Following his victory at San Lorenzo, he started his plan to free Peru from the Spanish. As part of this plan, he first liberated Chile, then moved on by sea to Lima, eventually becoming Protector of Peru. FTP,name this Argentine general and revolutionary.                                                                                                                                          


A: José de San Martín



7.
In one incident from this novel, a character urinates in the faces of many executives but accidentally finishes before he reaches Clive Mossmoon, and another character recalls an affair he had with Mossmoon’s wife Scorpia.  One extended episode follows an engineer and his annual reunions with his daughter, and he meets the protagonist wearing a pig suit.  That pig suit results in the later castration of another character, the disgusting Major Marvy, and the testicles are delivered to Dr. Pointsman.  A key role is played by the rogue Herero group called the Schwarzkommando, who simultaneously attempt to discover the purpose of the mysterious Schwarz-Geratand construct their own rocket.  FTP, name this novel by Thomas Pynchon featuring Tyrone Slothrop.


A: Gravity’s Rainbow



8.
With respect to the Raman Effect, the shift named for this man is the difference in wavelength between his “lines” or the “anti-lines” and that of the radiation responsible, as in fluorescence, a term he coined.  In vector analysis, the theorem named for him was a generalization of both Gauss’ and Green’s Theorem, and was formulated originally by Kelvin.  In the cgs system, he names the unit for the quantity described in an equation of fluid dynamics that can be simplified to the Euler equation and is named for this man and a French physicist.  FTP, name this physicist and mathematician, who worked on viscosity with Navier.



A: George Gabriel Stokes



9.
This man’s accomplishments include claiming that pink pistol-wielding lesbian gangs are becoming a national epidemic, settling with his producer Andrea Macklis on an undisclosed sum of money amid sexual harassment charges, repeatedly claiming that his shows had won multiple Peabody Awards when they never did, declaring the existence of a “War on Christmas,” and being named “Worst Person in the World” the most times by Keith Olbermann.  FTP, name this man who hosts his namesake “Factor” on Fox News.


           A: Bill O’Reilly



10.
In this man’s David with the Head of Goliath, Goliath is probably modeled after the artist himself. Constantly plagued by invisible “enemies,” this artist’s exploits include throwing a plate of artichokes into the face of a waiter. Committing murder forced him to go to Malta, where he painted the Beheading of Saint John the Baptist. In his The Cardsharps, a naïve boy is unaware that his opponent is removing extra cards from his belt, and his Death of the Virgin offended the Carmelites because he used a prostitute as a model. FTP, name this violent Italian Baroque artist who also painted a Calling of St. Matthew in which a ray of light illuminates the saint as Jesus points to him.


            A: Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio



11.
After the battle of Napue in this conflict, the site of the battle was occupied and subjected to the Greater Wrath. One belligerent in it attempted to recover its lands in the Hats' War. It was foreshadowed by the siege of Azov. The first coalition in this war was dissolved after the peace of Travendal, which occurred after an army four times that of the winner of the battle had been routed at Narva. Ending with the Treaty of Nystad, this war saw the destruction of some Cossacks and Charles XII at the battle of Poltava. FTP, name this war in which Peter the Great defeated the Swedes for control of the Baltic region.


A: Great Northern War



12.  
One character in this book, Nikolai Petrovich, feels embarrassed being seen by his son with his young wife Fenechka.  Later, another character is seen kissing Fenechka, prompting Pavel Petrovichto challenge him to a duel to defend his brother’s honor.  After the duel, that character returns to Nikolskoe to visit his beloved Odintsova and Nikolai’s son Arkady. Upon his return home, he tragically contracts typhus from an autopsy accident and dies shortly afterwards. The peace in the Kirsanov family is disturbed by the nihilist Bazarov in, FTP, what masterpiece of Ivan Turgenev?


A: Fathers and Sons Accept Ottsy i Deti or Fathers and Children



13.
This can be calculated using the radii and charges of all the ions involved in the Kaputinskii equation.  Other methods include a derivative of Coulomb’s law and the most common method, the Born-Haber cycle, but all methods of calculating it are approximations.  In order for dissolution to occur, the new intermolecular forces created must compensate for this quantity.  The similar quantity for the reverse process is the energy of crystallization.  Measured in kJ/mol, FTP, name this quantity with symbol U, the energy required to separate an ionic solid into gaseous ions.  


A: Lattice Energy



14.
This work's first section describes the story of Virbius, who was the King of the Wood at Nemi, consort of Diana, and essentially the same person as Hippolytus. It also describes the purificatory and solar theories of the bonfires common in ancient northern Europe at festivals, as well as kings who were killed after a fixed term expired or as they aged. This work describes one concept as contagious or homeopathic; that concept, magic, is also said to give rise to sorceror-kings and religions. FTP, name this work of anthropology whose name comes from a tree branch guarded by a "priest-king," written by Sir James Frazer.


            A: The Golden Bough



15.
Towards the end of the American Revolution, this man was named a brigadier-general of the Continental Army, and after the war he took up politics. He was one of the main opponents of the three fifths compromise, arguing that all slaves should be counted towards the population. For the last 20 years of his life, he was the President of the Society of Cincinnatus. A strong Federalist, he was that party’s candidate for President in 1808, receiving 47 electoral votes.  During the XYZ Affair of 1798, he supposedly said “Millions for defense, but not one cent for tribute,” in response to demands for a loan. FTP, name this South Carolina planter and politician, whose middle name is “Cotesworth.”                                                                     


A: Charles Cotesworth Pinckney extra points for a Southern accent



16.
In the first act of this opera, Gastonetells the protagonist of his friend’s love for her.  That friend expresses his love in the duet “Un di, felice, eterea”, and the drinking song “Libiamo ne’ lieti calici” is also sung at the party where this opera begins.  This opera was inspired by the novel The Lady of the Camellias by the son of AlexandreDumas.  The couple is split up by Giorgio Germont, but the two are reunited as the title character dies of tuberculosis.  FTP, Alfredo and Violetta are lovers in what opera by Giuseppe Verdi?


A: La Traviata



17.
This author’s work consists primarily of a series ending with Le Docteur Pascal that includes a work involving a painter’s suicide that offended Cézanne, L’Oeuvre. That work follows Claude Lantier, a member of the branch of the family featured in La Bête Humaine, one of the last of the Rougon-Macquart [roo-GOHN mah-KAHR] series. FTP, name this French author of Germinal whose death conspiracists believe was murder by those enraged by his entrance into the Dreyfus Affair with J’Accuse.


A: Émile-Édouard-Charles-Antoine Zola



18.
This was discovered by Johannes Kepler about 200 years before its namesake, and it is also known as Keplersche Fassregel. A variation on this rule, the 3/8 [three-eighths] rule, uses cubics rather than quadratics to achieve a similar result. This rule can also be determined by a combination of the midpoint rule and the trapezoid rule of integral approximation. Similar to the trapezoid rule in that it uses known curves to approximate the definite integral of an unknown curve, this is, FTP, what rule of calculus which uses parabolas to approximate definite integrals.


            A: Simpson’s Rule



19.
Rather than imported wood, tamarisk trees present nearby were used at this siege to build its most impressive feature. Its taking was recorded by a man who reneged on his promise to commit suicide after the siege of Jotapata and went over to the enemy. After the siege engines of Flavius Silva had reached the hilltop, Eleazar ben Yair supposedly exhorted his followers to commit suicide but leave the food stores intact, according to the historian Josephus. Nowadays, Israeli soldiers swear an initiation oath here. FTP, a gargantuan ramp was built by the Roman army at this 73-74 AD siege of a Jewish-held fortress near the Dead Sea.


A: Siege/Battle of Masada



20.
One of his works concerns a couple who walk together from town to town, Boesman and Lena and he wrote about a man who changes his name to Robert in Sizwe Banzi is Dead, which is included  in his Port Elizabeth series. He wrote about two brothers whose differing skin tones cause conflict in The Blood Knot but he may be best known for a play about a young white man who lashes out at his black servants due to anger at his father. FTP name this South African playwright of the Blood Knot and Master Harold…and the Boys.


A: Athol Fugard




STOP HERE

You have reached the end of the round.  Do not continue reading unless a question was thrown out or the game is tied.



21.
It was investigated by the Lexow Committee after Charles Parkhurst's scathing attacks of it. Aaron Burr led it at one point, and William Mooney was its first Grand Sachem. Another leader was caught in Spain after escaping jail, and that man's top minions included George Washington Plunkitt. The 1928 presidential nomination of Al Smith was among its great victories, and it declined after Fiorello La Guardia was elected. Shown as a tiger by Thomas Nast, it was long controlled by New York City Irish. FTP, name this Democratic political machine once headed by Boss Tweed.


            A: Tammany Hall accept Tammany Machine but not Tammany Society
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