VCU Winter Tournament 2011
Round 8
Questions by Vanderbilt University and VCU

TOSSUPS

1. When the protagonist of this novel sees his old flame he remembers the song lyrics “Under the spreading chestnut tree I sold you and you sold me.” Part of this novel is a lengthy expert from The Theory and Practice of Oligarchical Collectivism by Emmanuel Goldstein. This novel’s protagonist has an affair with a woman who wears the sash of the Junior Anti-Sex League. That protagonist is taken to Room 101 for reindoctrination after being caught in his rebellion against Oceania and Big Brother. For 10 points, name this dystopian novel about Winston Smith by George Orwell.
ANSWER: 1984

2. This experiment was funded by a grant from the U.S. Office of Naval Research.  Subjects were acquired for this experiment by a newspaper advertisement offering college students fifteen dollars a day and it was discussed in its designer’s book The Lucifer Effect. Roles were chosen by coinflip, and this experiment was ended after six days instead of the planned two weeks at this insistence of Christina Maslach. For 10 points, name this psychological experiment conducted by Philip Zimbardo in which students at a California university were divided into inmates and guards.
ANSWER: Stanford Prison Experiment (accept Zimbardo experiment before it is read; prompt on “prison” experiment)

3. This builder of the Hall of a Hundred Columns put an end to the ritual of clasping the hand of Marduk on every New Year’s Day by melting down the statue of Marduk in Babylon to punish a rebellion. At the insistence of Mardonius, he launched another campaign, during which he whipped the sea for the insolence displayed in destroying his pontoon bridge of boats. The battles of Plataea (“pluh-TAY-uh”) and Salamis helped drive back this Achaemenid (“ack-EYE-muh-nid”) king from that invasion. For 10 points, name this ruler who also lost at Thermopylae and thus failed at accomplishing a Persian invasion of Greece.
ANSWER: Xerxes I (ZERK-zees) (or Xerxes the Great; or Khshayarsha; or Ahasuerus (“AH-chash-VER-osh”))

4. The title character of a story by this author loses his job at Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Hall, goes on a spending spree in New York with stolen money, and steps in front of a train. This author set a novel about the talented singer Thea Kronborg in Moonstone, Colorado. This author of “Paul’s Case” and The Song of the Lark wrote about Alexandra Bergson’s successful management of a farm and love for Carl Linstrom in another novel. Many of her novels are set in Nebraska, including one about Jim Burden’s remembrance of the title Bohemian girl. For 10 points, name this author of O Pioneers! and My Antonia.
ANSWER: Willa Cather

5. The ultra-dense type of this entity has been suggested as a possible nuclear fuel for inertial confinement fusion. This entity is widely used as a solvent in NMR spectroscopy because it is invisible to a spectrometer tuned to protons. The difference in bond length and energy for this isotope, compared to its parent element, is larger than that of any other isotope. For 10 points, name this isotope found in higher than normal proportions in heavy water, which consists of a proton and a neutron.
ANSWER: deuterium (or heavy hydrogen)


6. This event has occurred only eighteen times since 1900, with the first recorded one taking place in Worcester, Massachusetts. Two of them have occurred 5 days apart, but there was also a streak of 33 years in which one did not take place. Only one has been achieved after September 30th, and was the handiwork of Don Larsen in 1956. Neither of Johnny Van Der Meer’s historic days were these, but Cy Young, Catfish Hunter, and Randy Johnson all have one of these to their name. The last three have come at the expense of clubs from Florida, all since July 2009. For 10 points, name this subset of no-hitters in which no opposing batter reaches base safely.
Answer: Perfect game (do not accept or prompt on "no-hitter")

7. According to one story, Jonathan Dillon inscribed a secret message into this man’s watch. Another story tells of him walking three miles to return some change to a customer at his general store. Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands is one of the many who have claimed to seen this man’s ghost. According to one myth, he called one author “the little lady who started the big war.” For 10 points, name this American president who was legendary for his honesty and led the Union during the Civil War.
ANSWER: Abraham Lincoln

8. The composer of this work adapted it from his previous String Quartet in b minor. The opening melody of this piece is a held B-flat, A B-flat C twice, then B-flat C D-flat, twice. Midway through this piece, the pitch gradually rises in the strings up to a pause, and then a chord breaks the silence. Toscanini conducted this piece's premiere for NBC radio in 1938. This piece has acquired an association with funerals since being played at ceremonies for FDR and JFK. For 10 points, name this most famous work of Samuel Barber.
ANSWER: Adagio for Strings

9. An important symbol in this novel is a rose bush which supposedly sprung up outside the prison door under the footsteps of Ann Hutchinson. Its frame narrative, in which a man finds the title object and a manuscript by Jonathan Pue, is found in the introduction “The Custom House.” The antagonist of this novel is Roger Chillingworth, a doctor who escapes capture from Indians and suspects that Pearl’s father is the minister Arthur Dimmesdale. For 10 points, name this novel in which Hester Prynne is forced to wear the title badge, the masterpiece of Nathaniel Hawthorne.
ANSWER: The Scarlet Letter

10. One of this man’s works opens with the question “supposing truth is a woman - what then?” Another work of this thinker includes a parable about a madman who runs through a marketplace seeking God. This author of The Gay Science wrote “when you look long into the abyss, the abyss looks back at you” in a book of aphorisms. This thinker explained the struggle between the Apollonian and Dionysian forms and introduced the term “ubermensch” or “superman.” For 10 points, name this German philosopher and author of The Birth of Tragedy and Thus Spake Zarathustra.
ANSWER: Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche

11. One character in this play checks the mail to find two business cards with black crosses on them. Those cards were sent by a dying syphilitic man named Dr. Rank who had earlier declared his love for the protagonist. Before the action of this play, one character had secured a warm weather vacation by forging her father’s signature for a loan, leading to Nils Krogstad’s blackmail. This play ends with a slamming door indicating the end of Torvald’s marriage. For 10 points, name this Henrik Ibsen play about Nora Helmer.
ANSWER: A Doll’s House (or Et dukkehjem)


12. Cells which will eventually compose the uncinate head of this organ arise from fibroblast growth factors. One of this organ's exocrine functions involves transferring digestive enzymes to the small intestines, and this organ's alpha cells increase the blood-sugar level by secreting glucagon. Its endocrine production usually occurs in the islets of Langerhans, and this organ's beta cells are important in the study of human disease, specifically one where insulin cannot be synthesized. For 10 points, name this organ inhibited by diabetes mellitus.
ANSWER: pancreas [accept Islets of Langerhans before it is read]

13. This city was the location of the assassination of Nazi leader Reinhard Heydrich, who was known as the “Butcher of” this city. The treaty that ended the Austro-Prussian War was named for this city. The Thirty Years War battle of White Mountain was fought near this city. In 1968, Alexander Dubček led a series of liberalizations named for this city, sparking Soviet invasion. This city was the site of two separate instances of people being thrown out windows, its namesake defenestrations. For 10 points, name this capital of the Czech Republic.
ANSWER: Prague

14. According to doctrine of this religion, the throne of God can be found near a star called Kolob and heaven is divided into telestial, terrestrial, and celestial sections. Those beliefs are found in its scriptures the “Doctrine and Covenant” and The Pearl of Great Price. The scripture of this religion was originally written in “reformed Egyptian” on golden plates that were revealed by the angel Moroni to its founder Joseph Smith. For 10 points, name this religion which has been led by Brigham Young and has controversially supported polygamy in the past.
ANSWER: Mormonism [or Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, or LDS]

15. This man dragged a still alive Batis behind his chariot after winning the Siege of Gaza. He built a giant stone causeway to enable his Siege of Tyre. He used to a stealth night crossing to defeat King Porus at the Hydaspes River. This man was crushed by the death of his horse Bucephalus and commanded an elite cavalry called the “Companions.” He defeated the Persians at Granicus, Gaugamela, and Issus. For 10 points, name this son of Phillip of Macedon and conqueror of much of the ancient world.
ANSWER: Alexander the Great

16. This composer was forced by censors to change the setting of one of his operas from Sweden to Boston. That opera involves an assassination at the title dance. The title character of another opera by this man describes the fickleness of women in the aria “La donna e mobile” and is a hunchbacked court jester. This composer of A Masked Ball wrote about the love of the Egyptian captain Radames for the title Ethiopian slave girl. For 10 points, name this Italian composer of Rigoletto and Aida.
ANSWER: Giuseppe Verdi

17. In one election, this politician got a little more of the popular vote than William Crawford, but, according to the Twelfth Amendment, since he had the fourth-highest electoral vote, he couldn't become president. His becoming Secretary of State caused many to suspect a "corrupt bargain" between this man and John Quincy Adams after the election of 1824. For 10 points, identify this 19th century statesman and orator who because of his significant role in the passage of the Missouri Compromise and Compromise of 1850, earned the nickname "The Great Compromiser."
ANSWER: Henry Clay


18. These particles are captured to lower the atomic number of an atom in K-capture, a type of radioactive decay. This particle belongs to the same class as the tau particle and the muon. The discoverer of these particles compared their deflection by a magnetic field and an electric field to determine their high charge-to-mass ratio; that discoverer used a cathode-ray tube and was J. J. Thomson. This particle is emitted in beta-minus decay and is the antiparticle of the positron. For 10 points, name this lepton, a negatively-charged particle that orbits the atomic nucleus.
ANSWER: electrons

19. This number is the minimum number of perfect squares that are needed to sum to any positive integer. Both Abel and Ruffini proved that this number is the maximum degree polynomial for which there is a general algebraic solution. This number is the chromatic number of the sphere and is also the maximum number of colors needed to color a plane map such that no two regions sharing an edge have the same color. For 10 points, name this minimum number of faces of a regular polyhedron, the number of sides in a quadrilateral.
ANSWER: four

20. This man cast many of his namesake “superstars” in a film that alternates between black and white and is presented in splitscreen, his Chelsea Girls. He also filmed John Giorno sleeping for five hours. His New York studio was known as the Factory, and was the site of this man’s creation of paintings of Elvis Presley and Marilyn Monroe. Another of this man’s paintings includes depictions of thirty-two Campbell’s soup cans. For 10 points, name this American painter and leader of the “Pop-art” movement.
ANSWER: Andy Warhol

TIE. In one novel, this author wrote about "The Fortunate Mistress" who knew a maid named Amy, Roxana. In another of this man's novels, the title character, who marries Robin and Jemy, unwittingly marries her brother. Another of this author's works is narrated by a character only known as H. F., and that novel describes the events of 1665. For 10 points, name this author of A Journal of the Plague Year and Moll Flanders who adapted the tale of Alexander Selkirk in his novel about Xury and Man Friday, Robinson Crusoe.
ANSWER: Daniel Defoe [or Daniel Foe]


BONUSES

1. It has 887 monumental stone head statues known as moai. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this Polynesian island in the southeastern Pacific Ocean.
ANSWER: Easter Island [or Rapa Nui]
[10] This adventurous ethnographer conducted a number of transoceanic voyages in antiquated vessels in order to demonstrate the feasibility of doing so. In 1955, he organized an expedition to Easter Island.
ANSWER: Thor Heyerdahl
[10] Heyerdahl’s means of transportation on that voyage across the Pacific to Polynesia was this vessel, a simple raft named for an Incan deity.
ANSWER: Kon-Tiki

2. Brook Farm was a utopian establishment in which people embraced transcendentalism. For 10 points each:
[10] Brook Farm was located in this state that also had Thoreau's retreat location, Walden Pond.
ANSWER: Massachusetts
[10] This transcendental publication was revived as a political magazine in 1880. Ralph Waldo Emerson was a long time editor of this magazine.
ANSWER: The Dial
[10] This woman, the author of Woman in the Nineteenth Century, was the first female editor of The Dial.
ANSWER: Margaret Fuller

3. He paired his play The Fifth Column with forty-nine of his short stories. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this author of a set of eighteen stories titled In Our Time as well as The Old Man and the Sea.
ANSWER: Ernest Miller Hemingway
[10] This protagonist of In Our Time and recurring Hemingway character is what Philip Young calls a code hero: a character who strives for honor, doesn't state his beliefs, and doesn't believe in life after death.
ANSWER: Nick Adams [accept either]
[10] This other Hemingway character uses grenades to blow up a bridge after Pablo steals his detonators in For Whom the Bell Tolls.
ANSWER: Robert Jordan [accept either]

4. This man withdraws from combat after a dispute over Briseis. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this figure who was dipped in the river Styx by his mother Thetis.
ANSWER: Achilles
[10] After killing this Trojan hero, Achilles drags his body around the city behind his chariot.
ANSWER: Hector
[10] During Achilles’s absence, this best friend of his donned his armor and led a Greek charge until he was cut down by Hector.
ANSWER: Patroclus
5. Some of the higher-ups who were implicated in this scandal include Attorney General John Mitchell, John Erlichman, and G. Gordon Liddy. For 10 points each:
[10] Identify this scandal involving the arrest of five men who were accused of breaking into the Democratic National Convention Headquarters.
ANSWER: Watergate scandal
[10] This President of the United States was implicated in the scandal. He refused to allow tape which may have held vital evidence against him to be played, stating that he was protected by “executive privilege.”
ANSWER: Richard Milhous Nixon
[10] Two answers required: These two reporters for The Washington Post were responsible for writing All the President’s Men. They often made contact with an FBI informant known as “Deep Throat.”
ANSWER: Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein [must have both, in either order]

6. Newton's law of universal [this force] states that the force on two particles due to this force is directly proportional to their masses. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this fundamental force in which objects with mass are attracted to one another.
ANSWER: gravity [or gravitational force]
[10] If only two objects are involved, the force of gravity varies to this power of the distance between the two objects.
ANSWER: distance to the minus two power [or inverse-square or one over distance squared]
[10] Gravity also obeys this law, which states that for every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.
ANSWER: Newton's Third Law

7. It was written for Tsar Alexander II. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this tone poem centered on a caravan, where the violins start on high E's and end on an A major chord.
ANSWER: In the Steppes of Central Asia [or In Central Asia, or V Srednei Azii]
[10] This composer of the Polovtsian Dances composed In the Steppes of Central Asia.
ANSWER: Alexander Borodin
[10] Borodin belonged to this group of Russian composers in St. Petersburg, including Mily Balakirev and Cesar Cui.
ANSWER: Mighty Five [or Russian Five, or Mighty Handful, or Moguchaya Kuchka]

8. For 10 points each, name these NBA Rookies of the Year.
[10] This man played for the UCLA Bruins from 1966-1969 and was the main reason for the NCAA’s ban of the dunk. He was drafted by the Milwaukee Bucks in 1969 and changed his name two years later.
ANSWER: Lew Alcindor [or Kareem Abdul-Jabbar]
[10] This LSU alum has gone by many nicknames, most recently the “Big Shamrock,” but he won his Rookie of the Year award alongside Penny Hardaway while with the Orlando Magic.
ANSWER: Shaquille O’Neal [or Shaq]
[10] This only international recipient of the award hails from Spain, and although he has since been traded to the Lakers, his younger brother still plays for his original team, the Memphis Grizzlies.
ANSWER: Pau Gasol


9. This poet's collection Tales of a Wayside Inn includes the poem "The Saga of King Olaf." For 10 points each:
[10] Name this American poet who used trochaic tetrameter in his The Song of Hiawatha.
ANSWER: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
[10] This is Longfellow's most famous poem contained in Tales of a Wayside Inn. It concludes with the title figure riding to warn the patriots that the British were coming by sea.
ANSWER: "Paul Revere's Ride"
[10] Longfellow was a member of this group of New England poets, which also included Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. and William Cullen Bryant.
ANSWER: Fireside Poets [or Schoolroom Poets or Household Poets]

10. Name some British prime minsiters. For 10 points each:
[10] This man was the first to hold the title “Prime Minister” and served both Kings George I and George II.
ANSWER: Robert Walpole
[10] This man served as Prime Minister four times, leading the Liberal Party against his bitter rival Benjamin Disraeli.
ANSWER: William Ewart Gladstone
[10] In addition to serving as Prime Minister, this politician wrote a biography of his ancestor, the first Duke of Marlborough, entitled Marlborough: His Life and Times, in addition to writing A History of the English-Speaking Peoples.
ANSWER: Sir Winston Churchill

11. This film originated the “baby carriage rolling down the steps” trope in its depiction of a massacre on the Odessa Staircase. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this 1925 Sergei Eisenstein film about a mutiny on the title vessel.
ANSWER: The Battleship Potemkin [or Bronyenosyets Potyomkin]
[10] Frank Lloyd directed an acclaimed 1935 depiction of the mutiny on this ship, which was led by Fletcher Christian against captain William Bligh.
ANSWER: HMS Bounty
[10] Humphrey Bogart and Katherine Hepburn starred in this 1951 John Huston film about the title ship’s navigation through a British-German war zone.
ANSWER: The African-Queen

12. Carried out at Case Western, it led to the constancy of the speed of light being widely accepted. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this 1887 experiment that disproved the existence of a certain medium that was reputed to propagate light, conducted by two American physicists.
ANSWER: Michelson-Morley experiment [prompt on partial answer]
[10] Michelson and Morley conducted their experiment in order to detect the wind that planets would experience from moving through this substance as they revolved around the Sun.
ANSWER: luminiferous aether
[10] Central to the Michelson-Morley experiment was this device where light was split into two and then recombined to form its namesake patterns.
ANSWER: Michelson interferometer


13. He introduced the character Berenger in his play "The Killer", and the Pupil is murdered by the Professor in his "The Lesson." For 10 points each:
[10] Name this French absurdist playwright.
ANSWER: Eugene Ionesco
[10] This one-act play, Ionesco’s first, chronicles the absurd dinner conversation of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, which is interrupted by a fireman wearing a comically sized helmet.
ANSWER: The Bald Soprano [or La Cantatrice Chauve]
[10] This Irish surrealist depicted Vladimir and Estragon anticipating the arrival of the title figure in his “Waiting for Godot.”
ANSWER: Samuel Beckett

14. Over the thirteenth century, this empire lost power due to invasions by Thai principalities and a shift in religious focus to Therevada Buddhism. For 10 points each:
[10] Identify this kingdom in what is now Cambodia, whose crowning achievement was building temple complexes such as Angkor Wat.
ANSWER: Khmer
[10] In modern Cambodian history, the Khmer name was adopted by the Khmer Rouge, a brutal Communist regime led by this man.
ANSWER: Pol Pot [or Saloth Sar]
[10] Pol Pot was deposed during a 1978 invasion of Cambodia by this country, which had earlier won its independence by defeating French forces at Dien Bien Phu.
ANSWER: Socialist Republic of Vietnam [or Cong Hoa Xa Hoi Chu Nghia Viet Nam]

15. One work by this author concludes with the lengthy tale of Gabriel Conroy in “The Dead.” For 10 points each:
[10] Name this Irish author of Dubliners and Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.
ANSWER: James Augustine Aloysius Joyce
[10] This Joyce work follows the life of Leopold Bloom during a "normal" day in Dublin.
ANSWER: Ulysses
[10] This character functions as a partial avatar of Joyce in Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. He also features heavily in Ulysses.
ANSWER: Stephen Dedalus [accept either or both names]

16. This organ utilizes alcohol dehydrogenase to break down the ethanol taken in during alcohol consumption. For 10 points each:
[10] Identify this organ which is hindered in its ability to oxidize ethanol by cirrhosis.
ANSWER: liver
[10] This pale green substance is produced in the liver, is essential in the breakdown of lipids, and is stored in the gallbladder.
ANSWER: bile
[10] Excessive alcoholic consumption can lead to the death of cells in the liver which metabolize and excrete bilirubin, which leads to an elevated bilirubin level and the yellowish color in the skin that is the main symptom of this disease.
ANSWER: jaundice


17. The French Revolution was a tumultuous time for France. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this ironically-titled governing body that controlled France during the Reign of Terror, following the execution of King Louis XVI.
ANSWER: Committee of Public Safety
[10] Name this co-chair of the Committee, Danton’s partner , who founded the Cult of the Supreme Being during his time in charge.
ANSWER: Maximilien Robespierre
[10] This is the period that followed the Reign of Terror, named for a month of the French calendar, which lasted from Robespierre’s execution until the establishment of the Directory.
ANSWER: Thermidorian Reaction

18. Answer these questions about the post-WWII artistic style known as Abstract Expressionism. For 10 points each:
[10] Though this painter refused claims that his works were abstract or expressionistic, this painter of  a series of works named for the colors depicted committed suicide shortly after sending the Seagram Murals to London.
ANSWER: Marc Rothko
[10] This Dutch-American artist became one of the most important members of the Abstract Expressionist New York School and is best known for his series of Woman paintings. 
ANSWER: Willem de Kooning
[10] This Wyoming-born artist's action paintings like Lavender Mist and Autumn Rhythm were made with a technique of dripping paint onto the canvas, earning him the epithet of "the Dripper."
ANSWER: Jackson Pollock

19. Name these moons, for 10 points each:
[10] The Cassini-Huygens mission examined the dense atmosphere of this largest moon of Saturn.
ANSWER: Titan
[10] Of the four Galilean moons of Jupiter, this one is the innermost. It is the most geologically active body in the Solar system, with over 400 volcanoes that spew sulfur and sulfur dioxide.
ANSWER: Io
[10] This moon of Uranus is notable for its coronae, lightly cratered collections of ridges and valleys separated from more heavily cratered terrain by sharp boundaries, which may have been formed by upwellings of warm ice.
ANSWER: Miranda

20. In addition to a 25 hour fast on this day, the wearing of leather shoes is forbidden on this holy day. For 10 points each:
[10] Name this day of atonement ten days after the start of the new year on Rosh Hashanah.
ANSWER: Yom Kippur
[10] The story of this biblical figure who refused to go to Nineveh is read to show God’s willingness to forgive.
ANSWER: Book of Jonah
[10] This request for forgiveness from oaths and vows for the coming year is spoken in Aramaic at the start of the Yom Kippur evening service.
ANSWER: Kol Nidrei
