Delta Burke Invitational 2006
Champeenship Round—Questions by CB, Raj, Billy, Baker, and Boris
1. Retired priest and amateur literary scholar James Lienert paid for a marble grave marker in Sierra Mojada, Mexico, for this author, based on his research that he was executed by Pancho Villa’s men there in 1914. A similar idea provides the basis for the Carlos Fuentes novel The Old Gringo, in which this author feuds with Villa over a woman. His own writings include Civil War short stories like “Chickamauga” and a classic about the dream-escape of Peyton Farquhar from his hanging. FTP name this author of The Devil’s Dictionary and “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge.”


A. Ambrose Bierce
2. Get your pencil and paper ready, for here comes some math stuff!  FTP find the first derivative with respect to x of  cos (cos x).

A. –sin (cos x)(-sin x) or sin (cos x)(sin x)

3. A theorem named for him and for Hellman relates Hamiltonians to expected energy levels.  He did fundamental work on liquid helium in the mid-1950s, a decade after working on the Manhattan Project.  Pictured on a postage stamp in 2005, his namesake path integrals and diagrams are widely used in fundamental physics, and he is well-known for such popular science works as Surely You're Joking, Six Easy Pieces, and Lectures on Physics.  FTP name this versatile physicist who shared a Nobel prize in 1965 for his work on Q.E.D.


A. Richard Feynman
4. Composers from this period included Heinrich Schutz and Arcangelo Corelli. An important text published during it was Treatise on Harmany, written by Jean-Philippe Rameau. During it, opera became popular thanks to works like Orfeo and Dido and Aeneas, composed by Purcell and Monteverdi, respectively. Common compositional techniques were ornamentation and counterpoint, seen in works like Water Music Suite and The Art of the Fugue. FTP name this period lasting from 1600 – 1750 that included composers such as Handel and Bach.


A. Baroque
5. They were born naiads, daughters of Archelous and one of the Muses, and most versions depict them as companions of Demeter, who changed them into their better-known form to search for  Persephone. Eventually settling on the island of Anthemoessa, their names are sometimes given as Thelxiope (thell-shy-o-pee), Ligeia, and Parthenope. Outshined in singing by Orpheus in one story and heard by Odysseus while lashed to the mast, FTP name these bird-women whose beautiful song drew sailors to their deaths on jagged rocks.


A. Sirens 

6. This corporation acquired Marathon Oil in 1982, and in 2001 in changed its name back to the original. Founded by Elbert Gary, namesake of the town in Indiana it built in 1906, and by J.P. Morgan, it was created from the holdings of Andrew Carnegie they purchased in 1901. FTP name this company now only ninth in the world in production of steel.


A. U.S. Steel Corporation (prompt on “USX”)

7. While an ambassador to India, this author wrote the nonfiction meditation on poetic language and temple architecture called The Monkey Grammarian. His two best-known collections of poetry are The Sun Stone and Eagle or Sun?, but he may be better known in this country for a non-fiction work that considers his culture’s class-based reverence of Europe. FTP name this Mexican poet, author of the Labyrinth of Solitude and winner of the 1990 Nobel Prize.


A. Octavio Paz
8. Before being apprehended the first time by Edward Mars, this woman had killed her birth father for abusing her and her mother and robbed banks. She escaped Mars in the crash that ensued after a black horse crossed the path of the car he was driving, a horse she seemed to see on an island years later. After being stranded, she found the toy plane that belonged to her childhood boyfriend Tom, who died when she was resisting an earlier arrest. In a recent episode, she chose not to complete her escape from the others because Sawyer wouldn’t accompany her. FTP name this character played by Evangeline Lilly on Lost.

A. Kate Austen
9. Object CP 1919 is a misanthropic one, while social ones can be detected by gas falling onto them from companions.  They can have magnetic fields of a trillion gauss, and typical ones have a mass roughly twice that of the Sun.  Conservation of angular momentum causes them to spin rapidly as they shrink to a diameter of about 10 kilometers, and formation of one in a supernova causes a massive flux of neutrinos in every direction.  FTP, name these tiny stars which are so dense that protons and electrons are smashed together to form a chargeless particle.


Answer:  neutron star(s) (accept pulsar)

10. Its origins lie in the death of Charles II with no son and a will stating that Louis XIV’s second grandson, the future Philip V, should rule. William III of England allied with the Dutch and with the Habsburgs against the forces of France and Spain; William died a year after the war began, and his successor’s name provides an alternate title for this conflict. Featuring battles like Malplaquet and Blenheim, FTP name this war also known as Queen Anne’s War, which ended with the Treaty of Utrecht and with Philip as the monarch of Spain.


A. War of Spanish Succession (acc. Queen Anne’s War before mentioned)

11. Established as a county in 1683 and named for Catherine of Braganza, wife of Charles II, it was originally settled by Dutch and English farmers. Historical events occurring here include the Maspeth massacre of 1643, the Flushing remonstrance of 1657, and two world's fairs in the 20th century. Linked to the Bronx by the Whitestone and Throgs Neck bridges, and Manhattan by the Hell Gate rail bridge, it is the borough that completes the rhyming couplet "eating refried beans" in the Ramones’ song "We're a Happy Family." FTP name this New York City borough, home to Shea Stadium and TV's Doug Heffernan.


ANSWER: Queens
12. A student of Husserl’s, one of this man’s early works, The Problems of Phenomenology, examined his teacher’s thought. In his own 1927 masterwork he applied phenomenology to the examination of existence, ontology, coining the term “dasein” to refer to the idea of “being in the world.” FTP name this German existentialist thinker whose best known work is Sein und Zeit, or in English Being and Time.


A. Martin Heidegger
13. Frankenstein’s monster in Shelley’s novel says he identifies with this 18th-century character as they are both rejected by those whom they love. This character insists that the fictional poet Ossian is greater even than Homer and is attempting his own translation when he dies. That death is caused by his unrequited love for Lotte, who is betrothed to Albert. FTP what character’s suicide over his “sorrows” inspired other young men to kill themselves, much to the chagrin of his creator, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe.


A. Werther
14. Calling themselves Ni-Mii-Puu (nee-mee-poo), this migratory tribe sometimes followed food as far east as the Great Plains, but they mostly inhabited the Pacific Northwest, where they encountered the Lewis and Clark expedition, who misnamed them after a decorative feature really worn by a different tribe, the Chinook. After numerous skirmishes with US cavalry, in 1877 a large contingent of them was captured just miles from the Canadian border. Famously led by Chief Joseph, FTP name this tribe designated by a French term referring to a facial piercing.


A. Nez Perce
15. In MATLAB, a percent sign designates this construct.  In Fortran 90, it begins with an exclamation point.  In C, it begins with slash-asterisk and ends with asterisk-slash.  In HTML, it begins with a less-than sign, an exclamation point, and two dashes.  In Perl or Python, it begins with a pound sign, and in BASIC, it begins with the capital letters REM.  FTP, name this programming construct which consists of embedded information ignored by the compiler but useful for human readers of the code.


Answer:  comment
16. This book's official version is in Latin, but was first published in 1992 in France.  It was immediately criticized by both pre-Vatican II Catholics, Orthodox Christians, and Protestants.  This would normally be based upon the fact that the book compounds the teachings of then-Pope John Paul II as well as representing the Vatican II.  FTP name this book which contains the official doctrine of the Catholic Church.


A. Catechism of the Catholic Church

17. This empire supplanted the Chenla around 790 BCE, referring to itself as Kampuja. Its best-known ruler created the remarkable temple complex at Angkor, the empire’s capital. FTP name this Southeast Asian empire that shares its name with the dominant ethnic group of Cambodia, a name in the West most associated with its 20th-century communist faction, known as the Rouge.


A. Khmer Empire

18. The figure in front of an open book at the far right of this 20-foot wide canvas is meant to be Baudelaire, and Proudhon is also among the more than 25 people in it. First exhibited in Paris in 1855, a playful white dog crouches below the artist himself, who sits before a standing nude woman. FTP name this work in which Gustave Courbet portrays himself at work.


A. The Artist’s Studio (acc. The Painter’s Studio or L’Atelier du Peintre from 
Boris)

19. This element's 62 isotope has an even higher binding energy than iron does.  As a result, it's a common element in meteors and is found in large quantities in the Sudbury Basin.  Isolated by the Mond process, it belongs to the same family as palladium and platinum, and it is often used for plating iron and brass.  FTP, name this element also used in coins, with atomic number 28 and symbol Ni.


Answer:  nickel
20. The 1959 poetry Life Studies can be considered a founding text of this movement. The works of Sharon Olds and W.D. Snodgrass exemplify it, as do the Death Notebooks of Anne Sexton and the Dream Songs of John Berryman. Characterized by blunt and personal depictions of personal trauma, family problems, and musings about death, FTP what is this movement comprising the works of Sylvia Plath and Robert Lowell?


A. Confessional Poetry

Delta Burke 2006—Champeenship Round Bonuses

1. Stuff about an exemplary British couple FTPE.

A. These two monarchs came to power together in 1688 after English supporters chased out the last Stuart king.


A. William III and Mary II

B. This is that last Stuart monarch who had to hightail it to France.


A. James II

C. The accession of William and Mary is known by this two word name.


A. Glorious Revolution (acc. Bloodless Revolution)

2. Name these gas laws, FTP each:

A.  Useful for some gases, it says that PV = nRT.


Answer:  ideal gas law

B.  This law says that the rate of effusion of a gas is inversely proportional to the square root of molar mass.


Answer:  Graham's Law

C.  Not to be confused with Raoult's Law, it says that the concentration of a dissolved gas in solution is directly proportional to the gas's partial pressure above the solution.


Answer:  Henry's Law

3. Aztec myth stuff FTPE.
A. This supreme god of Tenochtitlan is represented by a blue hummingbird.


A. Huitzilpochtli
B. This “smoking mirror” was the enemy of Quetzalcoatl.


A. Tezcatlipoca
C. This god of water was appeased by sacrifices of children whose tears were collected for him.


A. Tlaloc
4. Identify these Absurdist plays FTPE.

A. Clov’s parents, Nagg and Nell, live in separate trash cans in his living room in this one-act work by Samuel Beckett.


A.  Endgame
B. At the end of this Harold Pinter drama, Stanley is dragged off from the title event by Goldberg and McCann to be dealt with by the mysterious Monty.


A.  The Birthday Party
C. Berenger somehow avoids changing into one of the title beasts in this play by Eugene Ionesco.


A. Rhinoceros
5. Stuff about a Chinese river FTPE.
A. This third-longest river in the world is the longest in Asia and, hence, China.


A. Yangtze River

B. When completed this dam on the Yangtze will be the largest on Earth.


A. Three Gorges Dam

C. This endangered freshwater mammal is found only in the Yangtze River.


A. Chinese River Dolphin
6. Answer the following about a cool artist FTPE.

A. This artist got his start in the 1950s making assemblages and combines, including famous works Monogram and silkscreens of President Kennedy and astronauts.


A. Robert Rauschenberg



[cont’d on next page]
B. Rauschenberg’s Monogram depicts a stuffed one of these animals with a tire around its waist on a large piece of wood.


A. angora goat
C. Rauschenberg was friends with this contemporary famous for painting series of targets and flags.


A. Jasper Johns
7. Answer the following about features in your neighborhood mosque FTPE.
A. These are the tall slender towers from which the faithful are called to prayer.


A. minaret
B. The call to prayer is made by this man from the minaret.


A. muezzin
C. The qibla wall, which is built to run perpendicular to the line leading to Mecca, has this niche built in its middle to indicate the direction of prayer.


A. mihrab
8. Answer the following about an issue of foreign affairs, FTPE.

A. Amos Durfee was killed when this US vessel was seized, burned, and sunk in 1837 by Canadian rebels led by William Mackenzie.


A. Caroline

B. The sinking of the Caroline led to this bloodless war from 1838-1839, which resulted in the Webster-Ashburton Treaty. 


A. Aroostook War

C. The Aroostook War took place during the presidency of this man, who had earlier controlled the New York state government as leader of the Albany Regency.


A. Martin Van Buren

9. An equation published in 1924 proposed that the electron, and all other particles, had a wave nature.  FTP each--

A.  Name this equation formulated by a Frenchman, with form lambda equals h over mv.


Answer:  de Broglie ["de broy"] wave equation (accept varying pronunciations)

B.  The constant "h" in the equation is named for whom?


Answer:  Max Planck
C.  Give the value of Planck's constant, in joule-seconds, to within a factor of 10.


Answer:  6.626 times 10 to the -34th (accept 6.626x10^-33 to 6.626x10^-35)

10. Author and works FTPE.

A. This Jewish-American author of Henderson the Rain King and Humboldt’s Gift won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1976.


A. Saul Bellow
B. One of Bellow’s best-known novels is this work which focuses on the title character with first name Moses who writes numerous and copious letters.


A. Herzog
C. Bellow spent much of his adult life as a resident of this city, residents of which he chronicled in many works, including Ravelstein and The Dean’s December.


A. Chicago
11. Stuff about a 18th-century British philosopher FTPE.

A. This Irish thinker was Bishop of Cloyne and wrote Two Dialogues between Hylas and Philonus.

A. George Berkeley




[cont’d on next page]
B. Berkeley was known for this Latin phrase which states that the basic feature of all objects is their ability to be sensed by others.


A. esse est percipi
C. This British author of Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia and of the Dictionary of the English Language tried to refute Berkeley by kicking a rock.


A. Samuel Johnson
12. Stuff about a conic section FTPE.

A. First, find the total distance between a point on the graph of the ellipse x2/4 + y2/9 = 1 and the two foci of the ellipse.

A.6

B. Find the center of the hyperbola with equation (x – 2)2/4 ‑ y2/3 = 1  


A. (2, 0)

C. Find the focus of the parabola with equation y2 = 4x.


A. (1, 0)
13. Know your Britcoms! FTPE.

A. Running from July of 2001 to December 2003, Ricky Gervais played David Brent, a manager at the Wernham Hogg paper company. Its American counterpart, which debuted in 2005 on NBC, is known in Britain as "An American Workplace.”


A. The Office
B. This sketch show narrated by Tom Baker premiered in 2003, and plans are in the works to bring the show to HBO. Memorable characters include Vicky Pollard, the glue sniffing chav girl, and Edward "Emily" Howard, a tranvestite who dresses in Victorian clothes.


B. Little Britain
C. A recent BBC Channel Four hit, this sitcom focuses on the eponymous computer geeks, Roy and Moss, who work in the basement of a fictional British tech firm.


A. The IT Crowd

14. Stuff about a Nobel Prize-winning author and her works FTPE.

A. This writer became the first and only African-American winner of the literature prize in 1993.


A. Toni Morrison
B. Morrison is best known for this novel about Sethe’s murder of her own child, a work recently voted in a NY Times Book Review poll as the best American novel of the last 25 years.


A. B15eloved
C. Your TD’s favorite novel of Morrison’s is this one about Milkman Dead’s coming to consciousness, especially as regards the folktale of the titular slave who flies away from captivity.


A. Song of Solomon
15. Allotropes are different structural forms of an element.  FTSNOP:

A.  F5P, what three-atom form of oxygen helps block UV radiation?


Answer:  ozone (prompt on "O3")

B.  F5P, what allotrope of carbon has a hardness of 10 on Moh's scale?


Answer:  diamond
C.  FTP, sulfur's most common allotrope is a puckered ring of how many atoms?


Answer:  8
D.  FTP, what allotrope of carbon is a ball-shaped molecule of 60 or more atoms?


Answer:  fullerene or buckyball or buckminsterfullerene
16. Answer the following about the New Deal, FTPE.

A. George Norris is considered the father of this agency created to control flooding in the namesake region. Today, it is the nation's largest public power company.


A. Tennessee Valley Authority

B. Farm income stabilization and crop surplus elimination were goals of this 1933 act, declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court case U.S. v. Butler.


A. Agricultural Adjustment Act

C. A blue eagle was the symbol of this economic-planning organization, whose first director was General Hugh Johnson. Like the AAA, it was declared unconstitutional.


A. National Recovery Administration

17. FTPE, answer the following about a composer and his works.

A. Works of this German Romantic include A German Requiem, The Alto Rhapsody, and a famous Lullaby.


A. Johannes Brahms
B. Johannes Brahms wrote a famous Overture with this gloomy nickname, also the nickname given to Mahler's 6th Symphony.


A. Tragic
C. Johannes Brahms composed Song of Triumph to celebrate his homeland's victory in this war, which lasted from 1870-1871.


A. Franco-Prussian War 

18. Stuff about a fat German novel FTPE.

A. This 20th-century Modernist masterpiece depicts the protagonist’s seven years at a sanatorium in Switzerland and ends with him disappearing into battle at the start of WWI.


A. The Magic Mountain or Der Zauberberg
B. This 1929 Nobel Prize winner wrote The Magic Mountain.


A. Thomas Mann
C. This is the protagonist of The Magic Mountain whose seven years at the sanatorium begin with a visit to see his cousin, Joachim.


A. Hans Castorp (accept either)

19. Show off your knowledge of the history of the Panama Canal FTPE.

A. The US bought out this nation’s interest and progress in the canal just before the turn of the 20th century.


A. France
B. This Secretary of State under McKinley signed three separate treaties helping to create the canal.


A. John Hay
C. The US pushed for Panama to become independent from this other nation which controlled the canal area but didn’t want to give the US as favorable a deal as it wanted.


A. Colombia
20. ID these cranial nerves by their function FTPE.

A. The twelfth, this one helps control your tongue.


A. hypoglossal
B. This second, this one helps control sight.


A. optic
C. The tenth, this nerve helps control the heart, lungs and abdominal organs and carries the sensation of pain.


A. vagus
