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Tossups by OU A (Jeremy Hixson, Matthew King, Brian Morrow, Jamie Powers) The University of Texas at Austin (Eric Kwartler, Matt Nance) and UCLA

1. This person is the protector against the king of Seriphus for his mother, who has been banished from the realm of his grandfather, Acrisius. He had to bargain with Cepheus to wed his beloved, since she was destined to be sacrificed to a sea monster. He utilized the spoil of his best-known exploit to defeat Phineas; that exploit began as a fool’s errand for Acrisius. For ten points, name this hero who enlisted the aid of the Graeae to slay the mortal Gorgon, Medusa.


Answer: Perseus
2. This drama makes multiple references to Belshazzar’s Feast. Pearl and Margie are prostitutes who claim they are simply “tarts” as opposed to “cheap, old whores,” while Rocky Pioggi is their erstwhile pimp. The protagonist tells him, “It’ll be a great day for them, tomorrow–the Feast of All Fools, with brass bands playing!” when discussing the mistaken beliefs of the others around him, including Joe Mott, who wants to run a casino, and James “Jimmy Tomorrow” Cameron, who wishes he could become a reporter again. All of these characters are found in Harry Hope’s bar in, for ten points, what Eugene O’Neill play which focuses on Larry Slade and “Hickey”?

Answer: The Iceman Cometh 

3. One of this architect’s early focuses was developing homes commissioned individually, such as those of Raoul La Roche and Michael Stein. He published a work that applied mathematical proportions in the human body to architecture to create a scale of proportions that defined his late architecture, Le Modulor. His workers’ community, Pessac, was shunned because it did not respect the local architecture of Bordeaux, but nonetheless he was selected in 1951 to develop the Indian city of Chandigarh. For ten points, name this French architect and proponent of the international style, who promoted his five points of modern architecture in his Villa Savoye.

Answer: Le Corbusier (or Charles-Édouard Jeanneret)

4. In prokaryotes, the Shine-Dalgarno Sequence is necessary for them to assume their proper orientation. Also in prokaryotes, as part of the stringent response they produce (p)ppGpp, a set of two phosphorylated derivatives of GDP and GTP to counter amino-acid starvation. They have three subsites, A,P, and E and consist of two subunits, the smaller of which is the first to bind to the mRNA. For ten points, what is this cellular organelle responsible for protein synthesis and sometimes found fixed to endoplasmic reticulum? 

Answer: ribosome 

5. One of the best sources on the art of this civilization is Alan Taube’s commentary on the Dumbarton Oaks collection0 and definitive histories of these people were written by Michael Coe and Marshall Saville, who named them. A 1996 conference on them in Washington provided sculptural evidence that they believed their shamans transformed into jaguars, which they often depicted as hybridized with humans on the facades of their temples. Notable artifacts include large monuments at El Azuzul and a bird-shaped pitcher, though better-known are structures found around San Lorenzo. For ten points, name this civilization centered around La Venta, known for their huge stone heads.

Answer: Olmecs
6. Bob Dylan writes of one of these things involving “two mules, trains and rain” in “If Dogs Run Free,” and C-Murder, Goldie Loc, Silkk the Shocker, and Mystikal “get busy on” Snoop Dogg’s “Ghetto” one. In “My Love,” Justin Timberlake asks “What would you do” if he wrote you one of these works, another of which was written “in X major” by Xzibit. Rob Thomas urges his “sisters and brothers of every different color” to “come on over” in his “Streetcorner” one. The singer claims that he’s “a million different people from one day to the next” in the Verve’s “Bittersweet” one of, for ten points, what type of musical composition?

Answer: symphony
7. A number of early examples of paintings of this subject feature hats, including ones with a Felt Hat, with a Dark Felt Hat, and with a Straw Hat from 1886-1887. One as Artist hangs in the artist’s namesake museum, while one Dedicated to Paul Gaugin was made in 1888. Some people claim the Portrait of Dr. Gachet is actually one, but the most iconic is doubtlessly the with Bandaged Ear. For ten points, name these works by Vincent van Gogh depicting a familiar subject.


Answer: Van Gogh self-portraits (accept clear-knowledge equivalent; accept just self-portraits after Van Gogh)

8. According to Euripides’s Andromache, he slew Achilles’s son Neoptolemus over the latter’s wife, Hermione. Throughout the Odyssey, he is held up as an example for Telemachos to follow, but in a namesake play, he is criticized by Tyndareus for his most famous action. Despite the efforts of his friend Pylades, that action eventually leads him to be driven mad and to be pursued by the Furies all the way to Athens. For ten points, name this son of Agamemnon, who avenges his father’s death by murdering Aegisthus and his lover, this man’s mother.

Answer: Orestes 

9. One woman of this name married Alfonso XI and was beatified in a 1706 bull by Pope Clement XI. This was the monastic name of a student of Edmund Husserl who later died in Auschwitz, Edith Stein. It is given to two doctors of the church: one from Lisieux known for her “little way” of proving her love, and another who founded the Carmelite order. For ten points, give this name of the recently beatified founder of the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta, in whose context it is usually prefixed with Mother.

Answer: Theresa

10. This composer’s opera about the queen of Pontus, Arsilda was briefly censored for lesbianism. His oratorio Moyses Deus Pharaonis is now lost, but appears in the Ryom catelogue. Making his fame with the series L’estro armonico, this composer set Orlando furioso as a now-popular opera. However, this composer is best known for a section of The Contest Between Harmony and Invention. For ten points, name this Italian composer known as the “Red Priest” and best known for The Four Seasons.

Answer: Antonio Lucio Vivaldi
11. The Fokker-Planck equation was created to examine it and it can be modeled by the Langevin equation, although this becomes inaccurate at small time scales. This phenomenon was first observed in 1785, although its discovery is generally credited to its namesake, who was studying spores and pollen. Perhaps most famously, it was the subject of one of the Annum Mirabilis papers written in 1905 by Albert Einstein. For ten points, name this phenomenon that helped solidify the atomic theory of matter and is the random movement of small particles suspended in a fluid.

Answer: Brownian motion 

12. One character in this novel goes to work with his uncle, Leo XII, while his love interest is living with her cousin Hildebranda, and he later has an affair with the Widow Nazaret. Another character attends to the dead body of the cannibal Jeremiah de Saint-Amour and almost loses his wife due to an affair with Barbara Lynch. A boat trip down the Magdalena RiverWhile trying to get his parrot down from his tree, Dr. Juvenal Urbino falls to his death, which allows his wife to take a boat trip down the Magdalena River with her estranged paramour, Florentino Ariza. Florentino’s relationship with Fermina Daza is the subject of, for ten points, what novel by Gabriel Garcia Marquez?

Answer: Love in the Time of Cholera

13. In the poem “The Masque of Anarchy,” murder is said to have a face like this man’s. Forced to resign one post in the wake of the failed Walcheren Expedition, he became leader of the House of Commons after Spencer Perceval’s assassination. He helped Cornwallis suppress a 1798 rebellion and successfully lobbied for the 1801 Act of Union during his tenure as Chief Secretary of Ireland. A disciple of Pitt the Younger, he also masterminded the so-called “Concert of Europe,” which lasted from 1815 until 1825. For ten points, name this statesman who represented the United Kingdom at the Congress of Vienna.

Answer: Viscount Castlereagh (or Robert Stewart; prompt on “Stewart”)

14. This object was originally partly named for a king of Sicily, but that component of its name was soon dropped. Found at a root of Bode’s equation, 2.8 AU, it was originally considered a planet as such. However, the subsequent discoveries of Palla, Juno, Vesta, and other objects with very similar orbits cast doubt on this classification. For ten points, name this heavenly body which in 2006 was classified as a dwarf planet; the largest object in the asteroid belt.

Answer: 1 Ceres
15. Among its provisions were the demilitarization of the Aaland Islands and the return of Moldavia and Wallchia. More importantly, the Black Sea was declared closed to warships of all nations and Russia forfeited its status of guardian of all Christians living within the Ottoman Empire. For ten points, name this 1856 treaty that ended the Crimean War.


Answer: the Treaty of Paris of 1856
16. Though little of this man’s work survives, some of his arguments were preserved by Simplicius in his discussion of Aristotle. Also according to Simplicius, he was known as the “two-tongued” for his ability and tendency to argue both sides of a debate. In a Platonic dialogue named for his master, he argues for monism against plurality. Some of his thought experiments involve Achilles and a tortoise, a pile of millet seeds, and a traveling arrow. For ten points, who is this Eleatic philosopher best known for his creation of paradoxes, the most famous of which purport to demonstrate contradictions inherent in motion? 

Answer: Zeno of Elea 

17. The first Europeans to traverse the lower half of this river were St. Vincent Whitsed Erskine and Captain John Elton. Notable rapids occur at Malala, Molukwe, and Quiqueque. Through tributaries such as the Lapalala, it drains the Waterburg Biosphere. It is only navigable below the Olifants, its largest tributary, and its biggest dam is at Guija, 62 miles from its mouth at Xai-Xai, which is blocked by a sand bar at low tide. One of its tributaries, the Shoshe, forms a tiny part of the border between Botswana and Zimbabwe before joining this river, which, at its source, is called the Krokodil. Emptying into the Indian Ocean in Mozambique, this is, for ten points, what Southern African river? 

Answer: Limpopo River 

18. This group was at one point able to embarrass their foes by killing the son of Napoleon III. Leverite polygamists, this group’s governance is usually by a council of induna. Their rise to prominence came with the Mfecane, in which their rivals were crushed by their impi. In their namesake war, their second-most-famous ruler achieved a great victory over Chelmsford at Isandhlwana only to be forced to surrender at Ulundi in 1879. For ten points, name this nation of Nguni-speakers lead by Cetashwayo and Shaka.


Answer: the Zulu
19. The disjunctive type of this structure is equivalent to the modus tollendo ponens and their validity can be explored using Gensler’s star test. Common problems encountered with them include exclusive premises, the existential fallacy, and undistributed middle. Valid ones include “if A then B, A, therefore B,” which is known as the modus ponens and all simple ones consist of a major premise, minor premise and conclusion. For ten points, name this form of “discourse in which, certain things having been supposed, something different from the things supposed results of necessity” best known in their categorical variety.


Answer: syllogism
20. These can be synthesized by treatment of halohydrins with a base, which is an intramolecular SN2 substitution. Another common preparation technique involves the direct oxidation of alkenes with peroxycarboxylic acids, which is a concerted addition reaction with a mechanism very similar to that for the formation of a bromonium ion in bromine addition to alkenes. Polymer resins of this class are compound are used as adhesives and structural materials. For ten points, name these compounds, a type of ether in which the oxygen atom is incorporated into a three-member ring.

Answer: epoxides (or oxiranes)

21. At one point in this novel the protagonist sends his servant Francis to see Harden about some orchids in order to be alone with a man he had met at Lady Berkshire’s the night Arthur Rubinstein played there. The protagonist is confronted in an opium den by a drunken woman who calls him “Prince Charming,” which is overheard by James Vane. James’ sister, Sibyl, had killed herself 18 years earlier after being jilted by the title character, who meets Lord Henry Wotton in the studio of a man he eventually stabs. That man, Basil Hallward, had created the degenerating title object, which comes to symbolize the protagonist. For ten points, name this novel by Oscar Wilde.

Answer: The Picture of Dorian Gray
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1. Name these things related to linear algebra for ten points each. 

1. This is the number of columns of a vector that are linearly independent and will also indicate the number of eigenvalues a square matrix has.


Answer: rank

2. This method of solving systems of equations involves using row operations to reduce the augmented matrix to row echelon form. 

Answer: Gaussian elimination 

3. This type of square matrix, sometimes known as a self-adjoint matrix, is equal to the transpose of its complex conjugate. 

Answer: Hermitian Matrix 

2. He eventually blows his own brain out with his horn Oliphant. For ten points each…

1. Name this hero of a namesake song who fights Muslims for his uncle Charlemagne.

Answer: Roland
2. Roland dies in battle with Basques and Gascons at this mountain pass, according to the Chanson de Roland.

Answer: Roncesvalles
3. This item of Roland’s is named Durandal and is supposed to have created Roland’s namesake Bréche in the Pyrenees near Roncesvalles.


Answer: sword
3. Despite whatever the Statue of Liberty may imply, the United States has not always been so welcoming to foreigners. For ten points each, answer the following questions pertaining to American immigration.

1. Created in the aftermath of the Burlingame Treaty, a certain 1882 exclusion act tried to ban this ethnic group from entering the United States.

Answer: the Chinese
2. This 1952 law abolished the racial restrictions of older bills but retained a quota system for different nations. Passed during the Cold War, it was used to deny Communists entry into the U.S.

Answer: the McCarran-Walter Act (or Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952)

3. This conference, was held in 1938 to determine how to address the Jewish refugee problem caused by Nazi Germany. It was organized by Roosevelt and saw the U.S. make excuses not to admit Jews.

Answer: the Evian Conference 

4. Answer the following about a man famously cuckolded by Richard Wagner, Hans von Bulow, for ten points each.

1. Von Bulow married Cosima, the promiscuous daughter of this composer of Tötentanz, Funerailles, and the Hungarian Rhapsodies.

Answer: Franz Liszt

2. Eva von Bulow, one of two daughters Cosima had with Wagner while still married to Von Bulow, was named after a character in this opera, in which Walther von Stolzhing faces off against Sextus Beckmesser and some other talented vocalists.

answer: Die Meistersinger von Nurnburg (or The Mastersingers of Nuremburg)
3. Five years after his divorce from Cosima, Von Bulow premiered this Tchaikovsky concerto in Boston. It was initially dedicated to Nikolai Rubinstein, who rejected it outright, claiming it was “poorly composed and unplayable.”

Answer: Piano Concerto No. 1 in B flat Minor
5. Called in order to rescue the forces of Alexius I at the Council of Clermont, it was supported by Urban II. For ten points each…
1. Name this event that began in 1095.
Answer: the First Crusade
2. This man, an itinerant preacher from Amiens, traveled along on the First and Peasants’ Crusades, part of the first wave of armies to depart for the Holy Land.

Answer: Peter the Hermit (prompt on “Peter”)
4. Inspired by visions of St. Andrew during the siege of Antioch, this man found the Holy Lance buried in the Church of St. Peter. He died of severe burns shortly after an ordeal by fire to prove the Lance’s authenticity.

Answer: Peter Bartholomew
6. Name these poems by Allen Ginsberg for ten points each.
1. This poem, Ginsberg’s most famous, opens with the line, “I saw the best minds of my generation / Destroyed by madness, starving, hysterical, naked.” 

Answer: “Howl”

2. In this poem, the poet looks for inspiration from Federico Garcia Lorca, whom he sees “down by the watermelons” and Walt Whitman, who opens each of its three stanzas.

Answer: “A Supermarket in California”

3.Written on the death of Ginsberg’s mother, this poem expresses the troubles he felt growing up with her mental illness, mourns her passing, and gives voice to his personal disconnect from his Jewish heritage.

Answer: “Kaddish”
7. Answer these questions about acids for ten points each.

1. The primary component in vinegar, its chemical formula is CH3COOH.

Answer: acetic (or ethanoic acid)

2. When performing titrations, this equation can be used to calculate the acid dissociation constant. It can also be used to calculate the pH of a buffer solution.

Answer: the Henderson-Hasselbalch equation

3. Although acids of these carbon-containing compounds are extremely strong, they are not corrosive due to the stability of the anion and can protonate C60 without decomposing it. 

Answer: carboranes

8. Identify these South Asian countries based on descriptions of their politics for ten points each.

1. Khaleda Zia was this nation’s first prime minister to serve two non-consecutive terms. It was East Pakistan until 1971

Answer: the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

2. King Gyanendra retained absolute power until April, 2006. In November, 2006, Maoist rebels and the government agreed to end the Maoists’ insurgency in this country, which is the only official Hindu state.

Answer: the State of Nepal

3. It is the only country to have Dhivehi as an official language. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom has ruled this island nation southwest of India since 1978.

Answer: the Republic of Maldives

9. Answer these related chemistry questions for ten points each.

1. These porous, highly crystalline aluminosilicates can be used as catalysts and molecular sieves. Their name comes from the Greek for “boiling stone.”

Answer: zeolites

2. Zeolites are useful to create solutions of this type of subtance, in which micelle assembly causes a wetting that lowers surface tension. They are also known as surfactants and are good at cleaning stuff.

Answer: detergents
3. Detergents can result from assemblages of molecules that have an end repelled by water. That end has this eleven-letter property.


Answer: it is hydrophobic
10. This man’s family abducted him to try to prevent his fulfilling his dream, but he still managed to publish the treatises On Kingship and On Being and Essence, as well as the Summa contra Gentiles. For ten points…

1. Name this student of Albertus Magnus, the Doctor Angelicus.


Answer: St. Thomas Aquinas (or San Tomasso d’Aquino)

2. Of course, Aquinas’ best-known work is this one, in which he poses a series of issues, then examines the doctrinal support for various positions on them.


Answer: Summa Theologiae
3. One of Aquinas’ the arguments for the necessity of God in the Summa Theologica is this one, derived from Aristotle’s Metaphysics, about the first cause.

Answer: there must exist an unmoved mover (or there must exist an uncaused cause or things like that)

11. Identify these Samuel Taylor Coleridge poems for ten points each.

1. The title character of this unfinished poem encounters a young woman named Geraldine, with whom her father, Sir Leoline, becomes enamored.

Answer: Christabel 

2. Beginning by quoting the Ballad of Sir Patrick Spens, this Coleridge poem refers to opium as “the viper thoughts that coil around my mind” and laments the poet’s loss of Sarah Hutchinson.

Answer: “Dejection: An Ode”
3. This really famous poem is about an old dude who shoots a bird, then “stoppeth one of three” wedding guests and talks about it for, like, ever.

Answer: “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” 

12. Answer the following questions about England’s Glorious Revolution of 1688 for ten points each.

1. Alarmed by the birth of male heir for the Catholic James II, a group of concerned Protestants invited this Dutch stadholder to invade England and assume the throne alongside his wife.

Asnwer: William of Orange (or William III or William Henry or William Hendrik)
2. This was the name given to Catholic supporters of the deposed James. It is derived from the Latin version of James.

Answer: Jacobites 

3. This July 1, 1690 defeat of the Jacobite forces by those of William of Orange resulted in the solidification of the Glorious Revolution.

Answer: the Battle of the Boyne
13. Having ended his NFL career after the 2005-06 season, he is currently a college football analyst for ABC and ESPN. For ten points each...

1. Name this 1984 Heisman Trophy winner famous for his Hail Mary pass that lifted Boston College to a win over Miami.

Answer: Doug Flutie

2. In that game, this wide receiver caught 11 passes for 226 yards, including the game-winning Hail Mary.

Answer: Gerard Phelan

3. After leading Buffalo to an 11-5 record in the 1999-00 season, Flutie was benched in the playoffs for this man, who was named the starter the following season, resulting in Flutie being cut from the team.

Answer: Rob Johnson
14. Answer the following questions pertaining to Islamic law for ten points each.

1. This holy book of Islam is regarded as the supreme source from which Sharia is derived.

Answer: Koran 

2. For legal guidance on matters not directly addressed in the Koran, many Islamic scholars turn to this collection of sayings and anecdotes attributed to the Prophet Muhammad.

Answer: Hadith 

3. Arabic for “independent reasoning,” this method of interpreting Sharia has become less common among Sunni Muslims in modern times, due to controversies surrounding who is qualified enough to use it. 

Answer: Ijtihad 

15. Answer the following about an influential work of comparative mythology, for ten points each.

1. This work argues that myths and religions are related by elements of a death-rebirth cycle. Its title refers to an object used to gain access to the underworld in the Aeneid.
Answer: The Golden Bough: A Study In Magic and Religion
2. This Scottish anthropologist wrote The Golden Bough.

Answer: James George Frazer
3. Frazer’s study of this site southwest of Rome with a cult dedicated to Diana of the Wood inspired his thesis.

Answer: Nemi
16. For ten points each, answer these questions about the structure of the inner ear.

1. This bony, shell-shaped, fluid-filled structure is responsible for the sense of hearing in the inner ear.

Answer: the cochlea
2. This is the sensory epithelium of the cochlea. It is lined with hair cells and sits between the basilar and tectorial membranes in the scala media of the cochlea.

Answer: the organ of Corti 

3. This small opening in the bony structure of the cochlea is attached to the auditory ossicles of the middle ear and conducts sound vibrations into the cochlea.

ANSWER: the oval window (do not accept or prompt on “round window”) 

17. Identify the following about an author and his work for ten points each.

1. This work features the story of Shimamura, a middle-aged aesthete from Tokyo, who escapes writing his book about ballet by conducting an affair with the country geisha Komako at a hot spring resort.

Answer: Snow Country (or Yukiguni)

2. This work, published in 1952, tells of Kikuji’s affair with Mrs. Ota and centers on the traditional Japanese tea ceremony.

Answer: A Thousand Cranes ()or Senbazuru)

3. Snow Country and A Thousand Cranes were written by this Japanese author, who won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1968.

Answer: Kawabata Yasunari
18. Answer each of the following related to the recent history of an African nation for ten points each.

1. In 1971, the name of this nation was changed to reflect “authenticity”, while the names of several of its cities were also changed, such as Leopoldville to Kinshasa.

Answer: Zaire
2. These changes were effected by this leader, who had taken over the country 6 years earlier and who ruled it until he was overthrown in 1997. 

Answer: Joseph-Desire Mobutu-Sese Seko Nkuku Ngbendu wa Za Banga

3. This man came to power after Mobutu’s overthrow with the backing of several Tutsi-governments, such as those in Burundi and Rwanda. He was assassinated in 2001 and succeeded by his son Joseph.

Answer: Laurent-Desire Kabila
19. Identify the following plays by the French dramatist Molière for ten points each.
1. After Mercury asks that night be prolonged, he comes to Earth and takes the form of the servant Sosie and Jupiter assumes the form of the title character in his attempt to woo the title character’s wife, Alcmene.

Answer: Amphitryon
2. In this play, Argan, the title character, wants his daughter Angélique to marry the new doctor Thomas Diafoirus so that he may receive free medical treatments for his perceived diseases. Moliere died onstage while performing it.

Answer: The Imaginary Invalid (or Le Malade imaginaire)

3. Harpagon, the title character, finds that his cache of 10,000 golden écus has disappeared. Meanwhile, he wants his children, Cléante and Élise, to marry, respectively, a rich widow and Anselme, his old friend.

Answer: The Miser (or L’Avare)

20. Name these musical works by Aaron Copland for ten points each.

1. This short piece written for brass and percussion was one of eighteen patriotic pieces commissioned by the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra.

Answer: Fanfare for the Common Man
2. This tone poem is inspired by Mexican folk music, particularly that Copland heard in a certain Mexico City dance hall.


Answer: El Solon Mexico
3. Set in the American Midwest in the 1930’s, this opera was inspired by Depression era photographs by Walker Evans.

Answer: The Tender Land 
